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The following entries relating to Kjng Le'tr arc 
found in the Registers of the Stationers' Company 
for the years 1^94 and itfoj- respectively: 

xiiij" di« Maij [ifSM-] •/••■• 
Entred alsoe for his Copie vnder tlundes of bothe the wardens A^M-Mif./. 
a bookc entitled / The mostc famous Chiunicle historye of^**^**^-/- 
Lcirc kinge of England and his Three Daughters . . vj* C./< 

[ArbcHs Transcript, IL tf+j.] ' 

8 maij [lioy] . . . 
Entred for his Copie vndcr thandcs of the Wardens A booke Simon stiffoid 
called the TrigecaU historie of kinge Leir and his Three 

Daughters Sec. As it was latelie Acted vj* 

Entred for hts Copie by assigncment from Simon Stafford aodinlw wrigh / | 

by consent of Master Leake, The Tragical! history of kinge I 

Leire and his Three Daughters /Provided that Simon Stafibrd 

shall haue the printingc of this booke/'. vj* 

[Arbcr*s Transcript, III. 1S9.] 

The earlier entry follows immediately upon that, 
under the same date and to the same stationer, 
of Greene's Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay. The 
allusion in the second entry to the play having 
been < latelie Acted ' was probably intended to lead 

the public to suppose that it was none other than 1 

Shakespeare's Kjng Lear^ the recent popularity of 1 

which upon the stage no doubt suggested the t 

publication or republication of the earlier work. i 

The only record of the performance ofKjng Leir ' 

that survives is in Henslowe's Diary, where it is 1 

recorded as being twice acted at the Rose, when I 

that theatre was occupied by Queen Elizabeths ^ 

and the Earl of Sussex' men. The play, which is 
not marked as new, probably belonged to the 
former comjjany, since wc find no trace of it when. 



H^ie 



at an earlier date, Sussex* men were acting alone. 
In this connection it may be observed that, accord- 
ing to the title-jage of the i j:94 quarto, Friar 
Bacm and Friar Bungay was also < plaid by her 
Maiesties seruants *. Henslowe's entries are as 
follow (fol. 9. a. 8 & 10): 

9 at kinge leare the (f ofap'ell i;93[-f] .... xxxviij* 
5t at kingc learc the 8 [? 5] of ap'ell 1 yj^. .... xxvj» 

The only edition of the play at present known 
bears the date i tfo;-, and was printed, in accordance 
with the provision of the Register, by Simon Stafford 
for John Wright. It is a quarto, and the type 
used is a roman fount of the usual character and 
a body closely approximating to modern Pica 
(2oll.»S4 mm.). Two copies are preserved in 
the British Museum, bearing respectively the press- 
marks C. 34. 1. II and i6i. a. jt. The former 
of these is defective, wanting the two inner leaves 
of sheet C, while the latter though perfect is 
slightly cropt. No variations of reading have 
been observed between these copies, both of 
which have been used in the preparation of this 
reprint 

The authorship of i^ng Leir is doubtful, no 
external evidence on the point being available. 
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The true Chronicle HJftorie of King • 

Liir and bis three dtoigBterr* 
ACTVS T. 

Ipttr Kin^ ItirdJii tt^tit, 

J'. 10 our gricfe the obfrquies perfortnd 
:'our(toi> late) dcccaft an J drarcd Q^een, 
'!:olc fotilo 1 liope.poiren of hcaXicly loyetp 
cXlt lidcinniutnph'm^gftthcChcrubinij 
t vs rcqucfl your graur iduKr, my LorJi* 
irt'icdi'pofingof our princely daughterly 
i* specially inployd, 

Ainatuiebindcditoitluauncc ibcirlUlM^ 

In royall nian uge witli foine princely mates : 

For waocing novt their motlieii gooa aduice^ ^ 

Vndfr*I>orcgouermient tdey hsue rcceyucd 

Afterfit patterue of 1 vcrcuoiit life t 

LrfiaiiciTereanupwicbouia ftcrne. 

Or (illy fbrepe nicliout a Pallori caref 

Although our feluei doe deareW tcDdcr thcniy ^ 

Yet arc we ignnrancof their at^yrei I 

For fathcit belt do Icnon to gouernc foonet; } 

Oot daughter! Heps the motjtcricounrcll lurncK. - 

A htiae we want for to fucceej our CrownCf 

Andcourfeofti'nehatheanGeltcd the dtt«' 

Ot further ifTuc frota our withered loynei : 

One foote already nangeth in the graur. 

And age hath made decpe liirrowes in my facer 

Theworldofme) I of the world amwearjr, 

And I would fay ne refigne thctc earthly careff 

And chinke ?pon tlw wdfareof uiyfoule : 

Which by no bettet meanct may be effcAe d, 

TbenbyrengningvptheCtownefroiTi me, 

I« cquall dowry to my daughter! three. 
Sk^il/i^ir, A worthy care, my LiegCi'vhicbnrrlldecltmf 

The zculeyou bare vnto our f hmJm C^ueene t 

And fince your Grace bath bcenfMmc cofpcak*^ 

A a IwjH- 

R?^jl■r^Gl orr:.>:r(A 2)oF ;iji. Q^iarioohCot (C. ;+. I. ii) 
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The true Chronic^eljiftorie of King 
Leir and his three daughters. 
ACTVS I. 
Ealcr King Leir anJNohkj. s 



Hus to our griefe the obfcquies perfbriml 
Of our (too late) deceaft and dearcft Queen, 
Whofe foule I hope, pofleflofheauelyjoyes. 
Doth ride in triumph 'mogH the Cherublns ; 
Let vs requeft your graue aduice, my Lords, 

For the difpofing of our princely daughters. 

For whom our care is fpecially imployd. 

As nature bindeth to aduaunce their futcs, i 

In royall marriage with fome princely mates: 

For wanting now their mothers good aduice, 

Vnder whofe gouernment they haue receyued 

A pcrfic patcerne of a vertuous life: 

Leu as it were a fhip without a Heme, 

Or filly fheepe without a Paflors care; 

Although our felues doe dearcly tender them. 

Yet are we ignorant of their afuyres: 

For fathers beft do know to gouerne {bnnes; 

But daughters fleps the mothers counfell turnes. > 

A fonne we want for to fucceed our Crowne, 

And courfe of time hath cancelled the date 

Of further iflue from our withered loynes : 

One foote already hangeth in the graue, . 

And age hath made deepc furrowes in my face : 

The world of me, I of the world am weary. 

And I would fayne re(igne thefc earthly caret. 

And thinke vpon the wel^e of my foiue : 

Which by no better meanes may be eflected. 

Then by refigning vp the Crowne from me, j 

In equall dowry to my daughters three. 
Skalliger. A worthy care, my Liege, which welldeclarci. 

The zeale you bare vnto our qumdam Queeae : 

And iince your Grace hath licenCd me to fpeake, 

A 1 I cen* 
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The Hijlory of King Leir 

I cenflire thus ; Yoar Maiefty knowing well. 
What ^uerall Suters your princely daughters haae» 
To make them eche a loynter more or ^e. 
As is dieir worth, to them that loue profefle. 
Ltir. No more, nor lefle, but cuen all alike, 

40 My zeale is fizt, all fafliiond in one mould : 
Wherefore vnpartiall (hall my cenfurc be. 
Both old and young (hall hauc alike for me. 

iWM My gracious Lord, I hartily do wifh. 
That God had lent you an heyre induhitatc. 
Which might haue fet vpon your royall throne. 
When fetes (hould loofc the prifon of ycwr life. 
By whofe (ucceflion all this doubt might ceafe ; 
And as by you, by him we might haue peace. 
But after-wi(hes euer come too late, • 

fo And nothing can rcuoke the courfe of fate : 
Wherefore, my Liege, my cenfure deemes it befl, 
To match them with fome of your neighbour Kings, 
Bordring within the bounds of Albion, 
By whofe vnited friendihip, this our Itate 
May be protected 'gainfl: all forrayne hate. 

Z^eir. Herdn, my Lords, your wifhes fort with mine. 
And mine (I hope) do fort with heauenly powen : 
For at this tnflant two neere neyghbouring Kings 
Of Cornwall and of Cambria, motion loue 

60 To my two daughters, Gonorill and Sa^ut. 
My youngeft daughter, &yre Cordelia^ vowes 
No liking to a Monarch, vnlelTe loue allowes. 
She is fbUicited by diuers Peeres ; 
But none of them her partial! fancy hearcs. 
Yet, if my policy may her beguyle, 
lie match her to fome Kine within thb He, 
And fo eilablifii fuch a perm peace. 
As fortunes force (hall ne're preuayle to ceafe. 

Perilltts. Of vs & ours, your gracious care, my Lord, 

70 Deferues an euerlafllng memory. 
To be inrol'd in Chronicles of fame. 
By neuer-dying perpetuity : 

Yet 



and his three daughters, 

Yec to become fo prouident a Prince, 

Lofe not the tide of a louing &tfaer : 

Do not force loue, where fancy cannot dwell. 

Left ftreames being ftopt, aboue the banks do fwelL ' 

Ldr. I am refblu'd, and euen now my mind 
Doth mediute a fudden ftratagem. 
To try which of my daughters loues me beft : 
Which till I know, I cannot be in reft; 
This graunted, when they ioyntly fhall contend, 
£che to exceed the other in their loue : 
Then at the vantage will I uke CordelU, 
Euen as the doth proteft (he loues me bell, - 
He fay. Then, daughter, graunt me one requefl; 
To (hew thou louett me as thy fillers doc. 
Accept a husband, whom my (el& will woo. 
This fayd, (he cannot well deny my fute, 
Although (poore foule) her fences will be mute: 
Then will I tryumph in my policy. 
And match her with a King of Brituny. 

Skal. He to them before, and bewray your fccrecy.. 

Per. Thus fathers think their children to beguile. 
And oftentimes themfelues do firft repent. 
When heauenly powers do fruftratc their intcnc Exeunt. 
Enter Gonorill and Sagan. 

Gon. I maruell, Ragan^ how you can indure 
To fee that proud pert Peat, our youngcft fifter. 
So (lightly to account of vs, her elders, 
As if we were no better then her felfe \ 
We cannot haue a quaynt deutce (b foone, ^^~\ 

Or new made fafliion, of our choyce inuention; ' 

But if (he like it, (he will haue the fame. 
Or ftudy newer to exceed vs both. 
Befides, (he is fo nice and io demure ; 
So fober, courteous, modeft, and preci(e. 
That all the Court hath worke ynough to do. 
To talke how (he exceedeth me and you. 

Ra. What (hould I do ? would it were in my power. 
To find a cure for this contagious ill : 

A ] Some 
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The Hiftory of King Leir 

Some defperate medicine mull be foone applycd. 
To dimme the glory of her mounting fame; 
Els ere'c be long, (heek hauc both prick and praife. 
And we muft be let by for working dayes. 
y Doe you not fee what feuerall choyce of Sutcrs 
She daily hath, and of the bell degree f 
Say, amongfl all, flie hap to fancy one, 
And haue a husband when as we haue none: 
Why then, by right, to her we mail giuc place, 
no Though it be ne're fo much to our diigrace. 

(7m. By my virginity, rather then ihe fball haue 
A husband before me. 
He marry one or other in his fhin : 
And yet I haue made halfe a graunt already 
Of my good will vnto the King of CornwalL 

£a. Sweare notfodeeply(fifler)herecomethmyL.5itfi?ttrr: 
Something his hafty comming doth import. Enter Skat. 

Skal. Sweet Princelles, I am glad I met you heere To luckily, 
Hauing good newes which doth concerne you both, 
U« And craueth fpccdy expedition. 
i Jilt. For Gods fake tell ts what it Is, my Lord, 

' ' I am with child vntill you vtter it. 

Skal, Madam, to faue your longing, this it is : 
Your father in great fecrecy to day. 
Told me, he meanes to marry you out of hand, 
Vnto the noble Prince of Cambria; 
You, Madam, to the King of Cornwalls Grace: 
Your yonger Hfter he would fayne beftow 
Vpon the rich King of Hibernia: 
140 But that he doubts, fhe hardly will con&nt ; 
For hitherto flie ne're could fancy him. 
If (he do yeeld, why then, betweene you three. 
He will deuide his kingdome for your dowries. 
But yet there is a further myftery. 
Which, io you will conceale, I will difdofe. 

Gon. What e're thou fpeakib to vs, kind SkaBiger, 
Thinke that thou (peakll it only to thy &lfe. 
Skal. He earneuly deiireth for to know. 

Which 
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and his three daughters. 

Which of you three do beare mod loue to hlit^ 

And on your loues he fo excremely dotei^ i 

As neuer any did, I thinke, before. 

He prefeiitly doth meanc to fend for you. 

To be relblu'd of this tormenting doubt: 

And lookc, whoft anfwere plealeth him the Beft, 

They Ihall haue moft vnto their marriages. 

Sa. O that I had fome plcaflng Mernuyds voyce. 
For to inchaunt his fencelefle fences w ith ! 

Skal. For he fuppoleth tKat Otrdella will 
(Striuing to go beyond you in her loue) 
Promife to do what euer he defires : i 

Then will he ftraight enioync her for his ftke. 
The Hibernian King in marriage for to uke. 
This is the fumme of all I haue to (ay ; 
Which being done, I humbly take my leaue. 
Not doubting but your wifdomes wtU forefee. 
What courfe will beft vnto your good agree. 

Gen. Thanks, gentle Skaltiger^ thy kindncs vnddenied. 
Shall not be vnrequited, if we llue. Exit Shallipr. 

Ha. Now haue we fit occafion of&ed vs. 
To be reueng'd vpon her vnperceyu'dL i 

Gon. Nay, our reuenge we will infUct on her. 
Shall be accounted mety in ys : 
I will ib flatter with my doting father. 
As he was ne're fo flattred in his lifo. 
Nay, I will fay, that if it be his plcafure. 
To match me to a begger, I will yeeld : 
For why, I know what euer I do fay. 
He meanes to match me with the Cornwall King. 

Jilt. lie fay the like : for I am well aflured. 
What e'rc I fay to pleafe the old mans mind, i 

Who dotes, as if he were a child agayne, 
I {hall inioy the noble Cambrian Prince : 
Only, to feed hts humour, will fuffice. 
To fay, I am content with any one 
Whom heele appoynt me; this will pleafo him more. 
Then e're jipoiloes mufike plealed loue. 

A 4 Gon. I 



Th Hifiory of King Leir 

Gm. I fmile to think, in what a wofull plight 
CorJeUa will be, when wc anfwere thus: 
For fhe will rather dye, then giue confent 
190T0 ioyne in marriage with the Irifh King: 
So will our father think, Ihe loueth him not, 
Becaufe fhe will not graunt to his defire. 
Which we will aggrauate in liich bitter termcs. 
That he will foone conuert his loue to hate : 
\ For \i^ you know, j^ alwayes in extremes. 

Rag. Not all the world could lay abetter plot, 
I long till it be put in practice. Exeunt. 

Sc, iii Enter Le'tr and Perillus. 

Leir. Perillus, go feeke my daughters, 
100 Will them immediately come and fpeak with me. 

Per. I will, my gracious Lord. Exit. 

s Leir. Oh, what a combat feeles my panting heart, 
X 'Twixt childrens loue, and care of Common weale !. 
How deare my daughters are vnto my foule, 
.^ None knowes, but he, that knowes my thoghts& fecretdeeds. 
>^ ^ Ah, little do they know the deare regard. 

Wherein I hold their Aiture Ibte to come: 
When they fecurely flcepc on beds of downe, 
Thelc aged eyes do watch for their behalfe : 
o While they like wantons fport in youthful! toyes. 
This throbbing heart is pearfl with dire annoyes. 
As doth the Sun excceed the fmallefl Surre; 
So much the fathers loue exceeds the chiMs. 
Yet my complaynts are cauflefle : for the world 
Affords not cnildren more conformable: 
And yet, me thinks, my mind prefageth ftill 
I know not what; and yet I feare lome ill. 

Enter PerilluSy with the three doubters. 
Well, here my daughters come : I haue found out 
o A prelent meanes to rid me of this doubc 

Gm. Our royall Lord and father, in all duty. 
We come to know the tcntHir of your will. 
Why you io halHIy haue fent for vs ? 

L^ir. Deare Gononilj kind Raenn^ fweet 0>rdelUy 

Ye 



A 
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and his tbrtt daughters. 

Ye iloriOiing branches of a Kinely (tocke. 
Sprung from a tree that once dia nourifli greene. 
Whole bloffomes now are nipt with Winters fr<^ 
And pale grym death doth wayt vpon my fkpi. 
And lummons me vnto his next Anizes. 
Therefore, deare daughters, as ye tender the fafety 
Of him that was the caufe of your firft being, 
Refblue a doubt which much molefb my mind. 
Which of you three to me would proue moft kind ; 
Which loues me moft^ and which ac my requeft 
Will fooneft yeeld vnto their fathers heft. 

Con. I hope, my gracious ^ther nukes no doubt 
Of any of his daughters loue to him: 
Yet for my part, to (hew my zeale to you. 
Which cannot be in windy words rehearll, 
I prize my loue to'you at fuch a rate, 
I thinke my life inferiour to my loue. _, '^^i 

Should you inioyne me for to tye a milftone - '^ . ^ 
About my neck, and leape into the Sea, ' '^ ' • J^-^ 
At your commaund I willingly would doc it:'. '' ■ ^. 
Yea, for to doe you good, I would afcend '' ; < - 

The higheft Turret in aU Brituny, '^ 

And from the top leape headlong to the ground : v^ 
Nay, more, fhould you appoynt me for to marry 
The meaneft vaflayle in tne fpacious world. 
Without reply I would accomplifh it: 
In brie&, commaund what euer you defire. 
And if I fayle, no fauour I require. 

Leir. O, how thy words reuiue my dying foule ! 

Cor, O, how I doe abborre this flattery ! 

Z^ir. But what fayth Ragan to her fathers will ? 

Rug. O, that my Omple vtterance could fuffic^ 
To tell the true intention of my heart. 
Which burnes in zeale of duty to your grac^ 
And neuer can be quench'd, but by dc£e 
To (hew the fame in outward fiirwardnelle. 
Oh, that there were fome other mayd that durft 
But make a challenge of her loue with me; 

B Ide 
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Ide nuke her fbone confefle (he neuer loucd 
Her Either halfe fb well as I doe you. 
I then, my deeds (hould proue in playner caie. 
How much my zeale aboundeth to your grace: 
But for them all, let this one meane fufficc. 
To ratify my loue before your eyes : 
I haue fight noble Stiters to my loue, 
170 No worfe then Kings, and happely I loue one: 
Yet, would you haue me make my choyce anew, 
Ide bridle fancy, and be nilde by you. 
L^r. Did neuer Philomel iing fb fweet a note. 
Cord. Did neuer ilatterer tell fo faUe a tale. 
Leir, Speak now, CorJeSa^ make my ioyes at full. 
And drop downe Nectar from thy hony lips, 

Ci>r. I cannot paynt my duty forth in words, 
I hope my deeds ilwll make report for mc^ 
But fooke what loue the child doth owe the father, 
180 The fame to you I beare, my gracious Lord. 
. Gen. Here is an anfwere anrwerlefle indeed : 
.' Were you my daughter, I fhould fcarcely brooke it. 
/ Hag. Doft thou not blufh, proud Peacock as thou art, 
y To make our father fuch a flight reply ? 

Jjcir. Why how now, Minion, are you growne fb proud ? 
Doth our deare loue make you thus peremptory ? 
What, is your loue become Ha fmall to vs, < 

As that you fcorne to tell vs what it b? 
Do you loue vs, as euery child doth loue 
»jo Their father ? True indeed, as fbme. 

Who by dilbbedience fhort their fathers dayes. 
And To would you ; fbme are fo father-fick, 
ThiX. they make meanes to rid them from the world ; 
And fo would you : fbme are indiflere'nt. 
Whether their aged parents liue or dye ; 
And fb are you. But, didft thou know, proud gyrle. 
What care I had to fofter thee to this. 
Ah, then thou wouldlt fay as thy fillers do : 
Our life is lelle, then loue we owe to you. 
300 OrJ. Deare father, do not so miflake my words. 

Nor 
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and bis three daughters. \ It 

Nor my [dayne meanioG; be mifconftrueil ; 
My tounE wu neuer vfde to flanery. 

GoH. You were not bell fay I flatter: if yoa ^lo^ 
My deeds fhall ftiew, I flatter not with you. 5i^ ^^i^-*cA ' i 

I looe my father better then thou canft. c<v ^^jj 

Cor. The pray (e were great, fpoke from anothertmoath: ,~^ j^ 
But it fliould ieeme your neighbours dwell far oC 

Sag. Nay, here is one, that will conflrme as much 
As {he hath fayd, both for my (elfe and her. 
I fay, thou dofb not with my fathers good. jio 

0>rJ. Deare father. 

Lxir. Peace, baflard Impe, no iflue oi King Leir, 
I will not heare thee fpeake one tittle more. 

Call not me father, if thou loue thy life, ' 

Nor ihefe thy flflers once prefume to name: 
Looke for no helpe henceforth from me nor mine ; 

Shift as thou wilt, and trufl vnto thy felfe: • 

My Kingdome will I equally deuide \ 

Twixt thy two lifters to their royall dowre. 

And will oeflow them worthy their defens: !>• i 

This done, becaufe thou fhalt not haue the hope, ■ 

To haue a childs part in the time to come, ' | 

I prefently will difpoflefie my fclfe, ; } 

And fee vp thefe vpon my princely throne. ' > | 

Gon. I euer thought that pride would haue a falL ' Uj ;,-. '- v-.-^ :> ' i' ' 

Jia. Plainc dealing, fifler: your beamy b fb (heene, ^ .. ,>j f 

You need no dowry, to make you be a Qgeene. ' - ■ ■ . - (^ i 

Exeunt 2>/V, Gomriliy Ragam. > \ 

Cord. Now whither, poore forfaken, (hall I goe. 
When mine own lifters tryumph in my woe? jl» ,1 

But vnto him which doth protect the iufl,^ ;' - i ■ . 

In him will poore Cordelia put her truft. J ' ^'■''*^< ,■''-' | .. ' I 

Thefe hands (hall labour, for to get my (pending;' ''.>'"'* j 

And (b ile Hue vntill my dayes haue ending. : ! > 

Per. Oh, how I grieue, to fee my Lord thus fend, { 

To dote fo much vpon vayne flattering wordb. 
Ah, if he but with good aduice had weyghcd. 

The hidden tenure of her humble fpeech, i 

B X Reafon 
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The Hijioty of King Leir 

Reafon to rage fiiould not haue gjuen place, 
J40 Nor poore OrdeUa fuHer (tich airgntce. Exit. 

hi Enter the GaUiaa King vaitb MumforJ, aid three 

Nobles more. 

King. DilTwade mc not, my Lords, I am refolu'd. 
This next fayre wynd to faylc for Brittany, 
In fome difguife, to fee ifnying fame 
Be not too prodigall in the wondrous prayfe 
Of thefe three Nymphes, the daughters of King Leir. 
If prcfcnt view do anfwerc abfent prayfe. 
And eyes allow of what our eares haue heard, 
350 And f^enus (land aufpictous to my vowes. 
And Fortune fauour what I uke in hand ; 
I will returne feyz'd of as rich a prize 
h% lafon, when he wanne the golden fleece. 

Mum. Heauens graut you may ; the match were fill of honor. 
And well befeeming the young Gallian King. 
I would your Grace would fauour me fo much. 
As make me partner of your Pilgrimage. 
I long to fee the gallant Brittini Dames, 
And feed mine eyes vpon their rare perfections : 
l6t> For till I know die contrary, lie fay. 

Our Dames in Fraunce are more fayre then they. 

Kin. Lord Mumford^ you haue faued me a labour. 
In offring that which I did meane to aske : 
And I moit willingly accept your company. 
Yet firfl I will inioyne you to obferue 
Some few conditions which I (hall propofe. 

Mimt. So that you do not tye mine eyes for looking 
After the amorous glaunces of fayre Dames: 
So that you do not tye my toung from fpeaking, 
370 My lips from killing when occalion femes. 
My hands from congees, and my knees to bow 
To gallant Gyrles ; which were a taske more hard. 
Then Aelh and bloud is able to indure : 
Commaund what elfe you pleafe, I red content. 

Kin. To bind thee from a thine thou canfl not leaue. 
Were but a meane to make thee keke it more : 

And 



and his three daughters. 

And there&re fpeake, looke. Iciflc, falute for me ; 

In thefe my felfe am like to fecond thee. 

Now heare thy taske. I charge thee from the dme 

That firft we fct fayle for the Brittifli fhore. 

To vfe no words of dignity to me. 

But in the friendliefl maner that thou canfl. 



Make vfe of me as thy companion : \ 

That no man fhall miftruft vs what we are. ^ -v. 



For we will go difguifde in Palmers weeds. 



Mum. If that be all, ile fit your mrne, I warrant you. I am 
fomekin to the Blunts, and I think, the bluntedoful my kin- 
dred ; therfore if I bee too blunt with you, thank your lelfe for ; 
praying me to be fb. , ' 

King. Thypleafantcompany will make the way (eemefhort )jo 
It refbeth now, that in my abfence hence, ;' 

I do commit the gouernment to you 

My trufty Lords and ^thfiill Counfellers. ' 

Time cutteth off the reft I haue to fay : \ ' 

The wynd blowes fayre, and I mull needs away. \ , 

Nobles. Heauens fend your voyage to as good eBecc, \ , i 

As we your land do purpofe to protect. Exeunt. \ . I' ' 

Enter the King of ComvoaU an J bis maa booted Mid Scv \ ! ' 

J^rd, a riding wand, and a letter in bis band. ■ i i 

Com. But how fer dillant are wc from the Court ? 4«» I I 

Ser. Some twenty miles, my Lord, or thereabouts. . | 

Com. It feemeih to me twenty thoufand myles: . • I 

Yet hope I to be there within this houre. ' j : 

Ser. Then are you like to ride'alone for me. to bitn- 

I thinke, my Lord is weary of his life. filfe. '; \ 

0>m. Sweet GonoriU, I long to fee thy fece, ■ 

Which hall fo kindly gratified my loue. ^ " I . 

Enter the King of Cambria hooted and Jpurd, and bis 

man with a wand and a letUr. \ ;i 

Cam. Getafrenihorfe: forby my foulelfweare, Heloohes^x^ 
I am pft patience, longer to forbcare wr tbe 

The wifhed fight of my bcloued miflxis, letter. 

Deare Ragan, flay and comfort of my life. 

Ser. NowwhattnGodsnamedothmyLordintcnd? tobim- 
B s Ktfilfi. 
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The Hiftory of King Leir 

He thinks he ne're fhall come at's iourneyes end. 
I would he had old DeJa/us waxen wings. 
That he might flye, fo I might flay behind ; 
For e're we get to Troynouant, I fee, 
He quite will tyre himfelfe, his horie and me. 
410 CornwaU & Cambria loeie one vpon tmotbery anJ 

ftart tofieetbe other there. 
Com. Brother of Cambria, we greet you well. 
As one whom here we little did expect. 

Cam. Brother of Cornwall, met in happy time: 
I thought as much to haue met with the Souldaa of Perlia, 
As to haue met you in this place, my Lord. 
No doubt, It is about {bme great aflayres. 
That makes you here fo flenderly accompanied. 
Com. To fay the truth, my Lord, it is no leflc, 
4)0 And for your part feme hafty wind of chance 
Hath blowne you hither thus vpon the flidden. 

Cam. My Lord, to break off lurther circumfhutces, 
For at this time I cannot brooke delaycs : 
Tell you your reafon, I will tell you mine. 

Om. In fayth content, and therefore to be briefe ; 
For I am (lire my hafte's as great as yours: 
I am fent for, to come vnto King Leir^ 
Who by thefe prcfent letters promifeth 
His eldeft daughter, louely GonoriUt 
440 To me in mariage, and for prcfent dowry, 
Tlie moity of halfe his Regiment. 
The Ladies louc I long ago polleft : 
But vntill now I neuer had the fathers. 

Cam. You tell me wonders, yet I will relate 
Strange newcs, and henceforth we muft brothers call ; 
Witnefle thefe lynes : his honourable age. 
Being weary of the troubles of his Crowne, 
His princely daughter Ragan will beftow 
On me in manage, with halfe his Seigniories, 
410 Whom I would gladly haue accepted of. 

With the third part, her complements are fiich. 
Com. If I haue one halfe, and you haue the other. 

Then 
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Then bctwccne vs we muft needs haue the whtJe. ^^j^ (fi4iXi-U&Ov 

Cam. The hole t how mcane you that ? Zlood, I hope, rvi.^CJ^T'V*'*^ 
We fhall haue two holes betweene vs. O^vyj •!**■** ' ** ■ ■ i ' 

Corn. Why, the whole Kingdomc. ' | 

dm. I, that's very true. 

Cor. What then is left for hU third daughters dowry, j 

Louely CorJetta^ whom the world admires? I 

Cam. "Hs very ftrange, I know not what to thinke, | ■*'" , .d 

Vnlefle they nieane to make a Nunne of her. * 

Com. 'Twere pity fuch rare beauty fhould be hid 
Within the compane of a Cloyflers wall : 

But howfoe're, it Leirs words proue true, . | 

It will be good, my Lord, for me and yoa S 

Cam. Then let vs hafle, all danger to preuent. 
For feare delayes doe alter his intent. Exetmt. 

Enter GonoriU and Satan. 

Gon. Sifter, when did you fee QtrdeUa laft. 
That prety piece, that thinks none good ynough 
To ftieake to her, becaufe (fir-reuerencc) * 

She hath a little beauty extraordinary ? '■ ■.-«-«■- W^ -.: > 

Ra. Since time my father warnd her from his prefence, 
I neuer faw her, that I can remember. 

God giue her ioy of her furpalline beauty; <. 

I thinke, her dowry will be fmaJI ynough. 

Gon. I hatieincenft my fiither (o againft her, ' , ' 
As he will neuer be reclaymd agayne. ->- !. 

Ra^. I was not much behind to do the like. 

Gon. Faith, fifler, what moues you to beare her fuch good 4'^ 

Rag. Intruth, I thinke, the fame that mouethyoo; (will? -. '^4 

Becaufe ffie doth furpalTe vs both in beauty. " V ' 

Gon. Befhrew your fingers, how right you can geflc : \ ^ ■^' -. ^ 

I tell you true, it cuts me to the heart. l , 

Rag. But we will kcepe her low enough, I warrant, r"- "^ ■■' ' > ' ^ 

And dip her wings for mounting vp too hye. ' * ", 

Gon. Whoeuer hath her, (hallhaue a rich mariageof her. ^ - ' /'^ • 

Rat. She were right fit to make a Paribus wife: >' . . ' 

For they, men lay, do loue faire women well, - , - "" 

B 4 And ' / . ' 
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The Miftory of King Leir 

490 And many times doe marry them with nothing. 

ffow. With nothing! marry God forbid : why, are there any 
Jlag. 1 meane, no money. (fuch ? 

Goa. I cry you mercy, I miftooke you nrach : 
And (he is far too llately for the Church ; 
Sheele lay her husbands Benefice on her back, ' 
Euen in one gowne, if (he may haue her will. ^ 

^a. In faith, poore foule, I pitty her a little. 
Would (he were leflle fayre, or more fortunate. 
Well, I thinke long vniill I fee my Morgan^ 
1 00 The gallant Prince of Cambria, here arriue. 

Goa. And fo do I, vntill the Cornwall King 
Prefent himfelfe, to confummate my ioyes. 
Peace, here commeth my father. 

Enter Leir^ PeriSus and others. 
Leir. Ccafe, good my Lords, and iue not to reuerle 
Our cenfure, which is now irrcoocable. 
We haue difpatched letters of contract 
Vnto the Kings of Cambria and of Cornwall; 
Our hand and leale will iuftify no lefle : 
j"o Then do not lb difhonour me, my Lords, 
As to make (hipwrack of our kingly word. 
I I am as kind as is the PelUcan, 
J ' That kils it felfe, to faue her young ones liues : 
^ And yet as ielous as the princely £agle. 
That kils her young ones, if they do but dazell 
Vpon the radiant fplendor of the Sunne. Enter 

Within this two dayes I expect their comming. Kings of 
But in good time, they are arriu'd already. Comwail 

This hwte of yours, my Lords, doih teflify and Cam- 

j»oThe feruent loue you bcare vnto my daughters: hrta. 
And think your felues as welcome to King Lxir^ 
As euer Vryams children were to him. 

Com. Aly gracious Lord, and &ther too, I hope. 
Pardon, for that I made no greater ha{te : 
But were my horfe as fwift as was my will, 
I long ere this had feene your Maiefty. 

Cam. No other fcu{e of abfence can I frame, 

Then 
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Then what my brother hath in&rm'd your Grace : 
For our vndeferued welcome, we do vowe^ 
Perpetually to reft at your commaund. 

Cam. But you, fweet Loue, iUuitrious GoiuriSt 
The Regent, and the Soueraigne <£ my finilc^ 
Is CemwaU welcome to your Elzcellency ? 

Gon. As welcome, as Leander was to Hen^ 
Or braue Ameas to the Carthage Q^eene: 
So and more welcome is your Grace to me. 

Cam. O, may my fortune proue no worfe then his. 
Since heauens do know, my iancy is as much. 
Deare Ragan^ fay, if welcome vnto thee. 
All welcomes elfe will little comfort roe. 

Rag. As gold is welcome to the coueious eye. 
As fleepe is welcome to the Traueller, 
As is freih water to fca-beaten men. 
Or moyfbned fhowres vnto the parched grcwnd. 
Or any thing more welcomer then this. 
So and more welcome lonely Morgan it. 

Ltir. What refleth then, but that we confummate. 
The celebration of thcfe nuptiall Rites ? 
My Kingdome I do equally deuide. 
Princes, draw lots, and uke your chaunce as 6dles» 

Then the/ draw hts. 
Thefe I refigne as freely vnto yon. 
As earfl by true fiiccefTton they were mine. 
And here I do freely difpofleflc my (elfe. 
And make you two my true adopted heyres: ' 
My felfe will ibiorne with my fonne of Cornwall, 
And take me to my prayers and my beades. 
I know, my daughter Ragatt will be forry, 
Becaufe I do not fpend my dayes with her : 
Would I were able to be with both at once ; 
They are the ktndefl: Gyrles in Chriflendome. 

Per. I haue bin fUent all this while, my Lord, 
To fee if any worthyer then my felfe. 
Would once haue fpoke in poore CorA3aa caufe: 
But loue or feare tyes filence to their toungs. 

C Oh, 
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Oh, heare me fpcake for her, my gracious Lord, 
Whofe deeds haue not defem'd this nithlefle doome. 
As thus to disinherit her of all. 

Z/n: Vrge this no more, and if thou loue thy life: 
170 X lay, (he is no daughter, that doth fcorne 
To tell her &ther how Ihe loueth him. 
Who euer Ipeaketh hereof to mcc asayne^ 
I will elteeme him (ot my mortall foe. 
Come, let vs in, to celebrate with ioy. 
The happy Nuptialls of thefe loucly payres. 

Exeunt omnes, manet PeriSus. 
^ Per. Ah, who fo blind, as they that will not fee 
(^ The ncere approch of their owne miicry ? 

Poore Lady, I extremely pitty her : 
580 And whileft I liuc, eche drop of my heart blood. 
Will I flrayne forth, to do her any good. Exit, 

St.vii Enter the Gallian King, and MutnferJy dijguifed 

like Pilgrims. 
Mum. My Lord, how do you brook this Briitifh ayre ? 
King. My Lord ? I told you of this foolith humour, 
And bound you to the contrary^ you know. 
Mum. Pardon me for once, my Lord ; I did forget. 
King. My Lord agayne? then let's haue nothing elfe. 
And fo be tane for fpyes, and then lis weU. 
f 90 Mum. Swounds, I could bite my toung in two for anger : 
For Gods fake name your felfe fome proper name. 
King. Call me TrefiUus : He call tnee DenapoU. 
Mum. Might I be made the Monarch of the world, 
I could not hit vpon thefe names, I fwearc. 
King. Then call me fViU, ile call thee facie. 
Mum. Well, be it fo, for I haue wel deferu'd to be cal'd fach. 
King. Stand clofe; for here a Brittifh Lady cSmeth : Enter 
A fayrer creature ne're mine eyes beheld. Cordelia. 

Cord. This is a day of ioy vnto my fifters, 
tfoo Wherein they both are maricd vnto Kings ; 
And I, by byrth, as worthy as themfelues. 
Am turnd into the world, to feeke my fortune. 
How may I blame the fickle Queene of Chaunce, 

That 
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That maketh me a patternc of her power? ^ 
Ah, poorc weake mayd, whoCe imhedlity ' 
Is far vnable to indure thefe bruatt. 



Oh, &ther Leir, how dofl thou wrong thy child. 

Who alwayes was obedient to thy wUl ! 

But why accufe I fortune and my father ? 

No, no, it is the pleafure of my God : tf lo 

And I do willingly imbrace the rod. 

Kin£. It is no Goddefle ; for flie doth complayne 
On fortune, and th'vnkindneflc of her father. 

0)rti. Thefe coftly robes ill fitting my elUte, 
I will exchange for other meaner haoit. i' 

Mum. Now if I had a Kingdome in my hands, 
I would exchange it for a milkmaids fmock and petycoate. 
That {he and I might (hift our clothes together. 

Cord. I will betake me to my ihrced and Needle, ' ■ 

And earne my liuing with my fingers ends. tfio ; i 

Mum. Obraue! God willing, thou (halt haue my t^ftome. 
By fweet S. Denis, here I fadly fweare. 
For all the fliirts and night-geare that I weare. | 

Cord. I will profefle and vow a maydem life. 

Mum. ThS I protefl thou (halt not haue my cuftom. ' 

King. I can forbeare no longer for to (peak: '' 

For if I do, I think my heart will breake. I 

iWi/OT. Sblood,/^//,IhopeyouarenotinlouewithmyS5pfter. '.• i ' ' 

King. I am in fuch a laborinth ofloue, 'i 

As that I know not which way wjjet out. tfje ' 

Mum. You'l ne're get out, vnlelle you firft get in. "-^ '; • „ i 

King. I prithy lacke, crofle not my paffions. ' i , 

Mum. Prithy fVil, to her, and try her patience. ■ 

King. Thou faireft creature, whatfoere thou art, , 

That cuer any mortall eyes beheld, , . 

Vouchfafe to me, who haue o'reheard thy woes. 
To Ihew the caufe of thefe thy fad laments. 

Cor. Ah Pilgrims, what auailes to Ihew the caufe. 
When there's no meanes to find a remedy ? 

King. To vtter griefe, doth cafe a heart o'recharg'd. t^a 

Cor. To touch a fore, doth aggrauate the payne. - 
C 1 A'/fff.The 
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King. The filly moufe, by vcrnic of her teeih, 
Releaf 'd the princely Lyon from the net 

Cor. Kind Palmer, which lb much defir'ft to heare 
The tragick tale of my vnhappy youth: 
Know this in bricfe, I am the naiueflc daughter 
Of Leir^ Ibmetitnes King of Brituny. 

King. Why, who debarrcs his honourable age. 
From being rtill the King of Brittany ? 
6%<t Cor, ^ong , bur bimfelfe hj^h ji frofleft-Jiig ifelfe, 
And giuen all his Kingdome to the Kings 
Of Cornwall and of Cambria, with my lifters. 

King. Hath he giuen nothing to your louely felfe ? 

Cor. He lou 'djnejiQV&^therforeja ue me nothi ng, 
Only becaufe rcould not ffitter him : 
And in this day of iryumph to my fifters. 
Doth Fortune tryumph in my ouerthrow. 

Kit^. Sweet Lady, fay there (hould.come a King, 
As good as eyther of your (Uters husbands, 
660 To craue your loue, would you accept of him ? 

Cor. Oh, doc not mocke with thole in mifery. 
Nor do not think, though fortune haue the power. 
To fpoyle mine honour, and debafe my fbtt^ 
That (he hath any interefl in my mind : 
For if the greateft Monarch on the earth. 
Should fue to me in this extremity, 
Except my heart could loue, and heart could like, 
Beuer then any that I euer law, 
His great efbte no more fhould moue my mind, 
£70 Then mountaynes moue by blait of euery wind. 

King. Think not, fweet Nymph, tis holy Palmers guife. 
To grieued foules frelh torments to deuife : 
Therefore in witneffe of my true intent. 
Let heauen and earth beare record of my words: 
There is a young and lufly Gallian King, 
So like to me, as I am to my felfe, 
Tliat eamefUy doth craue to haue thy loue. 
And ioync with thee in Hymens facred bonds. 

Or. The like to thee did ne're theie eyes behold ; 

Oh 



>8'^" 



' ■ n - 



and bis three daughters. 

Oh Hue to adde new torments to my griefc : 

Why didfl thou thus tntrap me vnawarea? 

Ah Palmer, my efUte doth not hcfit 

A kingly mxriage, as the cafe now flands. 

AVhilome when as I liu'd in honours height, 

A Prince perhaps might poftulate my loue : \, .. ■ •*, ' 

Now mifery, difhonour and difgrace, 'J^ y ^^ ; ^ 

Hath light on me, and quite reuerft the caft. ''''a'^' '^ ^^ 

Thy King will hold thee wife, if thou furceafe -.. ^ . ^^ "i£ 

The fuie, whereas no dowry will infiie. Q, 'j-,^ <-\-J 

Then be aduiftd, Palmer, what to do : i?%>? V 

Ceafe for thy King, feeke for thy fclfe to woa %J ^ 

King. Your birth's too high for any, but a King. 

0>r. My mind is low ynough to loue a Palmer, 
Rather then any King vpon the earth. 

King. O, but you neuer can indure their life. 
Which is fb flraight and full of penury. 

Cor. O yes, I can, and happy if I might : 
lie hold thy Palmers fbtfe within my hand. 
And thinke it is the Scepter of a Queene. 
Sometime ile fet thy Bonnet on my head, 7m 

And thinke I weare a rich imperial! Crowne. 
Sometime ile helpe thee in thy holy prayers. 
And thinke I am with thee in Paraidile. 
Thus ile mock fonune, as fhe mocketh me, 
And neuer will my louely choyce repent: 
For hauing thee, I fliall haue all content. 

King. "Twerc fin to hold her longer in fufpence. 
Since that my foule hath vow'd (he Ihall be mine. 
Ah, deare OtrdeUa^ coidiall to my heart, 
I am no Palmer, as I feeme to be, 7 to 

But hither come in this vnknowne di(gui(e. 
To view th 'admired beauty of thole eyes. 
I am the King of Gallia, gentle mayd, 
(Although thus flenderly accompanied) 
And yei thy vaffayle by imperious Loue, 
And fworne to feme thee euerlafUngly. 

Cor, What e're you be, of high or low difcent, 

C J AU's 
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All's one to mc, I do requefl: but this: 
That as I am, you will accept of m^ 
yx9 And I will haue you whatlbe're you be : 
Yet well I know, you come of royall race, 
I fee fiich fparks of honour in your face: 

Mum. Haue Palmers weeds fuch power to win fayre Ladies ? 
Fayth, then I hope the next that fatles is myne : 
Vpon condition I no worfe might fpeed, 
I would for euer wcare a Palmers weed. 
'->.. <C, I like an honeft and playne dealing wench, 

'^/''\ ,V^ TTiat fweares (without exceptions) I will haue you. 
/' / ' 't^ Thcfe foppets, that know not whether to loue a man or no, ex- 
' .^, '. rjeceptthey nrflgoasketheirmothersleaue,bythishand,Ihate 
^v. *'them ten tymes worfe then poyibn. 

King. What refteth then our happineflc to procure ? 
Mum. Fayth, go to Church, to make the matter furc. 
King. It Ihall be fo, becaufe the world fhall fay. 
King Leirs three daughters were wedded in one day : 
The celebration of this happy chaunce. 
We will deferre, vntill we come to Fraunce. 

Mum. I like the wooing, that's not long a doing. ■ 
Well, for her fake, I know what I know: 
?4o He nctier nurry whilell I Hue, 

Except I haue one of thefe Brittilh Ladycs, 
My humour is alienated from the mayds of Fraunce. Exeunt. 
Sc. -WH Enter PeriSusJolus. 

Per, The King hath difpofTeft himfelfe of all, 
Thofe to aduauncc, which fcarce will giue him thanks: 
His youngcll daughter he hath turnd away. 
And no man knowes what is become of her. 
He fbiournes now in Cornwall with the cldel^ 
Who flaitred him, vntill fhe did obuyne 
710 That at his hands, which now flie doth poflefle : 

, And now (he ftes hee hath no more to giu^ 
1/ (It grieues her heart to fee her Either liue. 
J Oh, whom (hould man trull in this wicked age. 



When children thus againll their parents rage ? 
But he, the myrrour of mild ptience, j j 
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and his three daughters. 

Puts vp all wrongs, and neuer giues reply: '"^ , 
Yet fliamcs (he not in moft opprobrious fort; ''^/ / 
To call him foole and doterd to his iacc, 't C 

And fets her Parafiics of purpofe oft, 
In fcoiGng wife to oHer him diigntcc 
Oh yron age ! O times ! O monTlrou^ vildc, / 
When parents are contemned of the child! 
His penfion fhe hath halfe reltrain'd from him, -^ .. 
And will, e're long, the other halfe, I feare: 
For Oie thinks nothing is beltowde in vayne. 
But that which doth her fathers life maintayne. 
Trull not alUance ; but trult Grangers rather. 
Since daughters proue difloyall to the father. 
Well, I will counlcll him the befl I can : 
Would I were able to redrelle his wrong. 
Yet what I can, vnto my vtmoft power. 
He Ihall be (ure of to the latell houre. £xit. 

Enter GworiS, and SkaUigtr. 
Gott. I prithy, Skalligp"^ tell me what inou thinkfl: 
Could any woman of our dignity 
Endure fuch quips and perrmptory taunts, / 

As I do daily from my doting father ? J 

Doth't not iuifice that I him Tceepe of almes,' 
Who is not able for to keepe hiimclfe ? / 

But as if he were our better, he Ihould thinkcN 
To check and fnap me vp at euery wordL -^ 
I cannot make me a new fafhioned gowne. 
And fet it forth with more then common coft; 
But his old doting doltifh withered wit, 
Is fure to giue a k-ncelelTe check for it, 
I cannot make a banquet extraordinary. 
To grace my felfe, and fpread my name abroad. 
But he, old foole, is captious by and by. 
And fayth, the colt would well fuffice for twice. 
ludge then, I pray, what reafon ift, that I 
Should fland alone charg'd with his vaine expence. 
And that my fifter Jiagan fliould go free. 
To whom he gaue as much, as vnro me ? 

C 4 I pilthy. 
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The Hiftorjf of King Leir 

I prithy, Skalli£er, tell me, if thou know. 
By any meanes to rid me of this woe. 
- r- -v '■ '^'^'''- ^°'"' ni^ny favours ftill bcftowde on m^ 

^^ > '^ '^^ Binde me in duty to aduifc your Grace, 
\. \ ^ !. '\^ How you may loonefl remedy this ilL 
/' " X The large allowance which he hath from you, 
'"',_ <oo Is that which makes him fo forget himfeire: 
■ - Therefore abbridgc It halfe, and you fhall fee, 
That hauing leUe, he will more thankfiill be : 
/,1 For why, abundance maketh vs forget 
/■ The fountaynes whence the benefits do fpring. 
^ I Gon. Well, Sia/Iiger, for thy kynd aduice herein, 

I will not be vngrateflill, if I Uuc: 
I haue reftrayncd halfe his portion already. 
And I will prefently rellrayne the other. 
That hauing no meanes to releeuc himfelfe, 
> He may go feeke ellewhere for better helpe. £xit. 
Ska/. Go, viperous woman, (hame to all thy fexe: 
The heauens, no doubt, will puaifh thee ioi this: 
And me a villayne, that to curry fauour, 
Haue giuen the daughter counfeil 'galnll the £ither. 
.B ut vs the world doth this experience giuc, - 
"•^I'hat iie t hat caflrtot^ flatter, cahnot"liue. £xit. 

<^ Enter King ofComwaU, LeiVy PeriUus ^ Nobles. 

Com. Father, what ayleth you to be fo fad ? 
Me thinks, you froDike not as you were wont. 
Sio Leir. The ncerer we do grow vnto our graues. 
The lefle we do delight in worldly ioyes. 

Com. But if a man can frame himfelfe to myrth. 
It is a meane for to prolong his life. 

Leir. Then welcome forrow, Lrirs only friend. 
Who doth defire his troubled dayes had end. 

Com. Comfort your felfe, father, here comes your daughter, 
Who much will grieue, I kuow, to fee you fad. Enrer 
I Leir. But more doth grieue, I feare, to fee me liue. Goneriff. 
' Cbm. My GonotiJ/, you come in wilhed time, 
8)0 To put your father from thefe penfiue dumps. 
In fayth, I feare that all things go not welL 

ffw. What, 
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and bis three daughters. 

GoH. What, do you feare, that I haue angred him ? 
Hath he complaynd of me vnto my Lord ? 
He prouide him a [»ece of bread and cheeie; 
For in a time heele practife nothing el(e^ 
Then carry tales from one vnto another. 
Tis all his practife for to kindle flrtfe, 
Twixt you, my Lord, and me yourlovdng wife: 
But I will uke an order, if I can. 
To ceafe th'eHect, where firft the caufe began. i^o 

Corn. Sweet, be not angry in a partiall caufe, -i 

He ne're complaynd of thee in all his life. ,A 

Father, you mufl not weygh a woraans words. -, >(/ 

Leir, Alas, not I : poore (bule, (he breeds yong bones. 
And that is it makes her fo tutchy fure. 

Gott. What, breeds young bones already ! you will make 
An honed woman of me then, belike. 
O vild olde wretch ! who euer heard the like. 
That feeketh thus his owne child to defame? 

Com. I cannot flay to heare this difcord found. Exit, gfo 

Gon. For any one that loues your company. 
You may go pack, and feeke fbme other place. 
To fowe the feed of difcord and difgracc. Exit. 

Ltir. Thus, fay or do the beft that e'rc I can, 
lis wreftcd flraight into another fence. 
This punilhment my heauy finnes defenie. 
And more then this ten thoufand thoufand times: 
Elfe aged Leir them could neuer find 
Cruell to him, to whom he hath bin kind. 
Why do I ouer-liue my fellc, to fee Stfo 

The courfc of nature quite reucrft in me .' 
Ah, gentle Death, If euer any wight 
Did wifh thy prefence with a pcrfit zeale : 
Then come, I pray thee, euen with all ray heart. 
And end my forrowes with thy fatall dart. fie weepes. 

Per. Ah, do not fo difconfolate your felfe. 
Nor dew your aged cheeks with waiting teares. 

Leir. What man art thou that takeft any pity 
Vpon the worthlefle ftate of old Leiri 

D Per. One, 
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The Hiftory of King Leir 

870 Per. One, who doth beare as great a fliare of griefe. 
As if it were my deareft fathers cafe. 

Leir. Ah, good my friend, how ill art thou aduifde. 
For to conibrt with miferable men : 
fGo learne to flatter, where thou mayft in time 
,^d*"( / Get Jauour 'moi«;ft the mighty, and fo clymc: 
^ W*^ I For now I am lo poorc and full of want, 
/ As that I ne're can recompence thy loue. 

Per, What's got by flattery, doth not long indure ; 
i^ And men in fuiour liue not roofl fecurc. 
sssMy confcience tels me, if I (hould forfakeyou, 
I were the hatefulft excrement on the earth : 
Which well do know, in courfe of former time. 
How good my Lord hath bin to me and mine. 

Leir. Did I ere rayfe thee higher then the reft 
Of all thy anccftors which were before ? 

Per, I ne're did feeke it; but by your good Grace, 
I flill inioyed my owne with quietnefle. 

Leir. I^d I ere giue thee lining, to increafe 
The due reuennucs which thy father left? 
890 Per, I had ynougb, my Lord, and hauing that. 
What (hould you need to giue me any more ? 

Leir. Oh, did I euer difpoflefle my felfe. 
And giue thee halfe my Kingdome in good wUl i* 

Per. Alas, my Lord, there were no reafbn, why 
You (hould haue fuch a thought, to giue it me. 
Zjcir. Nay, if thou talke of reafon, then be mute ; 
f:'''\^ For with good reafon I can thee confute, 

X, '> ■ If they, wnich firlt by natures facred law, 

■^ ■'; '- Do owe to me the tribute of their lines; 

f "-'/^ joo If they to whom I alwayes haue bin kinde, 
% - -^ , And bountiful) beyond comparifon ; 
■" \ I If they, for whom I haue vn done my felfi^ 
*^ <" / And brought my age vnto this extreme want, 
' Do now rciect, contemne, defpife, abhor me, 
^What reafon moueth thee to lorrow for me? 

Per. Where reafbn Styles, let teares coniirme ray Imie, 
And fpeake how much your pafsions do me moue. 

Ah, 
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and bis three daughters. 

Ah, good my Lord, condemne not all for one : 
You naue two daughters left, to whom I know 
You flull be welcome, if you {Jea{e to ga yia 

Ldr. Oh, how thy words adde forrow to my foule. 
To thinke of my vnkindnefle to 0>rdeU» ! 
Whom c aufelefle I did dirpofl^ ifcjf^L. '', 
'Tpon t h'vnkind lug g eltio ns ^^er fiftert: >,^ C< 

"ffnid^r Jier.ikkiui^hink^ this heauy doome \ *J „ 
Is falne on me, and not without delert : ' < . m^ 

Yet vnto Jlagan was I alwaycs kinde, 'v :./ c 

And gaue to her the halfe of all I had : .^ \ .-«. 

It may be, if I fliould to her repayre, X, ^ f < 

She would be kinder, and intreat me fayre. at* ^ 

Per. No doubt Ihe would, &practife erc't be long, 
By force of Armes for to redrefle your wrong. 

Zjcir. Well, fincc thou doell aduife me for to go, 
I am refolu'd to try the worll of wo. £xamt. 
Enter Jiaganfoius. 

Jtag. How may I blefle the howre of my natiuity. 
Which bodeth vnto me fuch happy Starres ! 
How may I thank kind fortune, that vouchfafct 
To all my actions, fuch defir'd euent! 
I rule the King of Cambria as I pleafe : 
The States are all obedient to my will ; 
And looke what ere I fay, it (hul be (b; 
Not any one, thu dareth anfwere no. /. 

My eldeft filler Hues in royall ftate, ;;^ _ j „ 
And wanieth nothing fitting her degree I v*r^ '"; '^- ,'; 
Yet hath Ihe luch a cooling card witnall, ', ' i ' /: 
As that her hony fauouretn much of gall. ' ^ ' - > > , 
My father with her is quarter-maftcr fHU, '■'._'-■ i 

And many times rcftraynca her of her will: '-^ ^^, 

But if h): were with me, and fcru'd me fo, ' \^ 

Ide fend him packing fome where elfe to ga 
Ide enteruyne him with fuch fiender cofl. 
That he ihould quickly wifh to change his hoft. Exit. 
Enter Cornwall^ GonoriU, an J attenJants. 

Cam. Ah, Gonorilly what dire vnhappy chaunce 

D i Hath 
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Hath fequeftred thy father from our prefence> 
That no report can yet be heard of him? 
Some great vnkindnefle hath bin offred him. 
Exceeding lar the bounds of patience : 
?f o Etie all the world (hall neuer me perfwade. 
He would ferfake vs without notice made. 

Gon. Alas, my Lord, whom doth it touch fb neere, 
Or who hath intercll in this griefe, but I, 
Wliom fbrrow had brought to her longell home. 
But that I know his qualities lb well ? 
I know, he b but flolne vpon my lifter 
At vnawares, to fee her how fhe lares. 
And Ipend a little time with her, to note 
How all things goe, and how (he likes her choyce : 
9^0 And when occanon (erucs, heele fteale from her. 
And vnawares returne to vs agayne. 
Therefore, my Lord, be frolick, and refoloe 
To fee my father here agayne eVe long. 

Com. I hope fo too ; but yet to be more liirc^ 
He fend a Pofte immediately to know 
Whether he be arriued there or no. Exit. 

Gen. But I will intercept the Meffenger, 
And temper him before he doth depart, 
■ With fweet pcrfwafions, and with fcund rewards, 
S>7« That his report (hall ratify my fpeech. 
And make my Lord ceafe further to inquire. 
If he be not gone to my liflers Court, 
' As fure my mind prefageth that he is, 
rHe happely may, by trauelling vnknownc wayes, 
I Fall licke, and as a common paflenger, 
[ Be dead and buried : would God it were fo well ; 
For then there were no more to do, but this. 
He went away, and none knowes where he is. 
But fay he be in Cambria with the King, 
980 And there exclayme agalnfl me, as he will: 
I know he Is as welcome to my lUter, 
As water is into a broken (hip. 
Well, after him He fend fiich thunderclaps 
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and bis three daughters, 

of (launder, fcandall, and inuented tales. 
That all the blame (hall be remou'd from me. 
And vnperceiu'd rebound vpon Himlelfe. 
Thus with one nayle another He expell. 
And make the world iudge, that I vide him -well. 

Enter the Meffeng^ that Jhoutti ^o to OunbriSt 

•with a letter in bis band. ^^o 

Gon. My honeft friend, whither away fo -iaft ? 

Mef. To Cambria, Madam, with letters frd the king. 

Gon. To whom ? 

Mejf. Vnto your father, if he be there. 

Gon. Let me lee them. Sbe laeus tbem, 

Mefs. Madam, I hope your Grace will Aand 
Betwcene me and my neck-verle, if I be 
Calld in mieflion, for opening the Kings leners. 

Gon. Twas I that opened them, it was not thou. 

Mef. I, but you need not care : and lb muft I, leoe 

Ahanlbmc man, be quickly truft vp. 
And when a man's hang'd, all the world cannot faue him. 

Gon. He that hangs tnee, were better hang hb father. 
Or that but hurts thee in the leaft dwree. 
I tell thee, we make great account ofthee. 

Mef. I am o're-ioy d, I liirfet of fweet words; 
Kind Queene, had I a hundred liues, I would 
Spend ninety nyne of them for you, for that word. 

Gon. I, but thou wouldll kcepe one life fUll, 
And that's as many as thou art like to haue. ■«■<> 

Mef. That one ufe is not too deare for my good Queene; this 
fwora, this buckler, this head, this heart, thele hands, armes, 
legs, tripes, bowels, and all the members elfe whatfoeuer, are at 
your difpofe; vie me, trufl me, commaund mc: if I &yle in any 
thing, tye me to a dung cart, and make a Scauengers horfe of 
me, and whip me, fo long as I haue any skin on my back. 

Gon. In token of further imployment, take that. 
Flings biin a purfe. 

Mef. A flrong Bond, a firme Obligation, good in law, good 
inlaw: if I keepenotthecondition,Ietmyneckebetheforfey- leao 
ture of my negligence. 

D 3 GoH. I 
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. (7(10. I like thee well, thou hafl a good toung. 

"^ M^ And as bad a coune if it be fet on it, as any Oyfterwt& 
at BiUinfgate hath : why, I haue made many of my neighbours 
forfake their houfcs with rayling vpon them, and go dwell elie 
where ; and lb by my tneanes houfes haue bin good cheape in 
our parifh : My toung being well whetted with choller, is more 
fharpe then a Razer of Palerna 

Gen. 0, thou art a Ht man for my purpole. 
tojo JHef: Commend me not, fweet Queene, before you try me. 
As my de(erts are, fo do think of me. 

(?(w. Well fayd, then this is thy tryall : Inftead of carrying 
^/^^the Kings letters to my &ther, carry thou thcfe letters to my 
n(ler,whichcontaynematter quite contrary tothe other: there 
^ Ihal fhe be giuen to vnderfland, thai my father hath detracted 
, -^ her, giuen out flaundrous fbeachcs againit her ; and that hee 

, A'^ hath mofl intoUerably abufed mc, fet my Lord and me at va- 
' J riance, and made mutinyes amongft the commons. 

Thefe things (although it be not fo) 
1040 Yet thou mull affirmc them to be true. 
With othes and protellations as will fi:rue. 
To driue my fiHer out of loue with him. 
And caufe my will accomplifhed to be. 
This do, thou winit my fauour for euer. 
And mated a hye way of preferment to thee 
And all thy friends. 

M^. It (uJEccth, conceyt it is already done : 
I will fo toung-whip Mm, that I will 
Leaue him as bare of credit, as a Poulter 
loio Leaues a Cony, when fhe puUs offhis skin. 
Gon. Yet there Is a further matter. 
Mef I thirft to heare it 

Goa. If my fiiler thinketh conuenient, as my letters 
importeth, to make him away, hall thou the heart to 
effect it? 

JiMs- Few words are beft in Co fmall a nutter : 
Thefe are but trifles. By this booke I will K 
kijfe the ^per. 

Gon. About ' 
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GoH. About it prefently, I long till it be doae 
Mef. I fly, I fly. Exemt. lotfo 

Enter CmdeSmfilMs. ■ ^'\ *• »* 

I hwe bin ouer-negligent to day, ^ , _ j. 

In going to the Temple of my God, \, -_ '.' * 

To render thanks for all his benefits, tS /. -,' / 

Which he miraculoufly hath be{b>wed on me, '■•^^ "*■ ',. 
In rayfing me out of my meane eflate, ■ v r(JS x 

When as I was deiioyd of worldly fliends, '-' \- Sj 

And placing me in (uch a fweet content, i ^ 

As far exceeds the reach of my deferts. 

My kingly husband, myrrour t^his time, io7» 

For zeaK, for iuftice, kindnefle, and for care , „ 

To God, his fubiects, me, and Common weale, ^ -^^ ,. 

By his appoymment was ordayned for me. 3 ^^ e:^^ 

I cannot wifti the thing that I do want; r*> r^ 

I cannot want the thing but I may haue. 



Saue only this which I ihall ne're obuyne, ,/) f ^^^- ^^ 

My fathers loue, oh this 1 ne're Ihall gayne. \ t^^ \r 

I would abflayne from any nutryment, \ ' 

And pyne my body to the very bones: J ^'• 

Bare footc I would on pilgrimage fct forth / 1080 y\y^ 

Vnto the fiirtheft quaners of the earth, , _ ' 

And all my life time would I fackdoth weare, \r -r'-'^ • r 

And mournine-wife powre duft vpon my head: >^ y^ --^j-^ " 

So he but to rorgiue me once would pleafe, \ -Vr [^^ N a"^ 

That his grey haires might go to heauen in peace. \ ■ ^ ijJ' \-^ 

A nd yet 1 know no t how Inim offende d, | ^\^ /^l' ^ 

"OrVherein iufily-lhauOcTirued bUmc^_ ^ I 

TJh fifiersj yo u are muclLiQ blame.in this, 

It~was_apiLJie. but you that did incjwroHg^y 

Yet God forgiue both him, and yoo anJm^ '•>• 

Euen as I doe in perfit charity. 

I will to Church, and pray vnto my Sauiour, 

That ere I dye, I may obuyne his fauour. Exit. 

Enter heir and Peri Bus fayntlf. sc. »hr 

Per. Reft on me, my Lord, and ftay your ftlfe. 
The way feemes tedious to your aged lymmes. 

D 4 Lerr. Nay, 
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Lehr. Nay, reft on me, kind friend, and flay thy felfe. 
Thou art as old as I, but more kind. 

Per, Ah, good my Lord, it ill befits, that I 
J j«o Should leanc vpon the pcrfon of a Ktiw. 

Leir. But it fits worfc, that I ftiould bring thee forth. 
That had no caufe to come along with me. 
Through thefe vncouth paths, and tirefull wayes. 
And neuer cafe thy faynttng limmes a whit. 
Thou haft left all, I, m to come with me. 
And I, fi>r all, haue nought to guerdon thee. 

Per. Ceafe, good my Lord, to aggrauate my woes, 
With thefe kind words, which cuu my heart in two. 
To think your will fhould want the power to do. 
mo Leir. Ccafe, good PeriUus^ for to call me Lord, 
And think me but the fhaddow of my felfe. 

Per. That honourable title will I giue, 
Vnto my Lord, fo long as I do liue. 
Oh, be of comfort ; for I fee the place 
Whereas your daughter keeps her refidence. 
And loe, in happy time the Cambrian Prince 
Is here arriu'd, to gratify our coraming. 

Enter the Punce of Cambria, Ragan and N^les : /ooie 
vpon them^ anJwbifper together. 
iiio Leir. Were I beft fpeak, or fit me downe and dye ? 
I am afham'd to tell this heauy tale. 

Per. Then let me tell it, if you pleafe, my Lord : 
Tis fhame for them that were the caufe thereof 

Cam. What two old men are ihofe that feeme fb fad ? 
Me thinks, I fhould remember well their lookes. 
Jtag. No, I mifbkc not, fure it is my father : 
I muft diflemble kindnefic now of force. 

She runneth to him, an J ineeles Jowne, facing : 
Father, I bid you welcome, full of griefe, 
1130 To fee your Grace vfde thus vnworthily. 
And ill befitting for your reuerend age. 
To come on foot a iourney fb indurable. 
Oh, what difafter chaunce hath bin the caufe. 
To make your cheeks fo hollow, fpare and leane ? 

He 
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He cannot (beake for weeping : for Gods loue, come. . | 

Let vs refreln him with Ibme neediull things. 

And at more leylure we may better Icoow, ' I 

Whence fprings the ground of this vnlooki &>r wo. 

Cam. Come, father, e're we any further calke. 
You fhall refrdh you after this weary walk. Exeunt, manet 1 140 

Jtag. Comes he to me with linger ia the eye, Saffui. 
To tell a tale againfl my fifler here ? , ! 

Whom I do know, he greatly hath abufde: 
And now like a contentious crafty wretch. 
He firfl begins for to complayne himlelfe. 

When as himfelfe is in the greateft ^ulc. \ 

He not be partiall in my Alters caufe, 
Nor yet beleeue his doting vayne reports : 
Who for a trifle (fafely) I dare fay, 

Vpon a fpleene is flolen thence away: itfo < 

And here (forfooth) he hopeth to haue harbour, t 

And to be moan'd and made on like a child ; 

But ere't be long, his comming he fhall curie, - ' 

And truely lay, he came from had to worle : j 

Yet will I make fayre weather, to procure > ' 

Conuenieni meanes, and then ile llrike it fure. Exit. ' 

Enter Mejfenger filus, &. w- j i 

Mef. Now happily I am arriued here, | 

Before the flately P^ce of the Cambrian King : ' 

Xl Leir be here fafe-feated, and in reft, iitfo *. 

To rowfc him from it I will do my heft. Enter Ragan. I 

Now bags of gold, your venue is (no doubt) ' ; 

To make me in my meflage bold and llout. ' 

The King of heauen preferue your Maicfty. 
And lena your Htghnefle cuerlalling ralgoe. ' 

Jla. 7%anks,gooa my friend; but what imports thy meflage? 

Mef. Kind greetings £:om the Cornwall Q^eene : 
The relidue thele letters will declare. 

She opens the letters. 

Sag. How &res our royall filler ? ii7» . 

Jl^f. I did leaue her at my parting, in good Health. * 

She reads the letteryfrtmnes anijiamps, 

E Sec 
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See how her colour conies and goes agayne» 
Now red as fcarlet, now as pale as afli : 
She how (he knits her hrow, and bytes her lips. 
And flamps, and makes a dumbe (hew of di(3ayne» 
Mixt with reuenge, and violent extreames. 
Here will be more worke and more crownes for me. 
Xag. Alas, poore foule, and hath he vfde her thus ? 

1 1 80 And is he now come hither, with intent 
To fet diuorce betwixt my Lord and me ? 
Doth he giue out, that he doth heare report. 
That I do rule my husband as I lifl, 
And therefore meanes to alter (b the caft. 
That I (hall know my Lord to be my had ? 
Well, it were beft for him to ake good heed. 
Or I will make him hop without a nead. 
For his prefumption, dottard that he is. 
In Cornwall he hath made fuch mutinies, 

1 1 90 Firfl, fetting of the King againfl the Queenc ; 
Then ftirring vp the Commons 'gainft the King; 
That had he there continued any longer. 
He had bin call'd in queftion for his net. 
So vpon that occafion thence he fled. 
And comes thus flily itealing vnto vs : 
And now already fince his comming hither. 
My Lord and he are growne in fiich a league, 
That I can haue no conference with his Grace: 
I feare, he doth already intimate 

I too Some forged cauillaiions 'gainft my fUte: 
71s therefore befl to cut him olTln time. 
Left flaunderous rumours once abroad dtfperft, 
It is too late for them to be reuerft. 
Friend, as the tennour of thefe letters fliewes. 
My lifter puts great confidence in thee. 

Mef She neuer yet committed truft to me. 
But that (I hope) £he found me alwayes feythfoll : 
So will I be to any friend of hers. 
That hath occafion to iroploy my heloe. 

It 10 fiar. Haft thou the heart to act a itratagem. 

And 
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and his three daughters. 

And ^ue a flabbe or two, if need require? 

Mef. I haue a heart compact of Adamant, 
Which neucr knew what meltine pitty meanL 
I weigh no more the murdring oTa man. 
Then I reipect the cracking of a Flea, 
When I doe catch her byting on my sldn. t|. 

If you will haue your husband or your &ther, '" 

Or both of them (cnt to another world. 
Do but commaund me doo't, it (hall be done. 

Rag. It is ynough, we make no doubt of thee: i»o 

Meet v$ to morrow here, at nyne a clock : 
Meane while, farewell, and drink that for my fake. £xit. 

Mef. I, this b it will make me do the deed : 
Oh» had I euery day fuch cuflomen, 
This were the gainefiilA trade in Chriflendome ! 
A purfe of gold giu'n for a paltry flabbe ! 
Why, heres a wench that longs to haue a ftabbe. 
Wei, I could giue it her, and ne'rc hurt her neither. 

Enter the Gallian King, and Cordelia. St. rvi 

A7fl^. When will thcfc clouds of fbrrow once difperle, njo 
And (miljng ioy tryumph vpon thy brow ? 
When will this Scene of fadneflc haue an end. 
And pleafant acts infue, to moue delight? 
When will my louely Queene cea(e to lament, . 
And uke Ibme comfort to her grieued thoughts ? 
If of thy felfe thou daignft lo haue no care. 
Yet piity me, whom thy griefe makes defpayre. 

Cor. O, grieue not you, my Lord, you haue no caufc ; 
Let not my paflions moue your mind a whit: 
For I am bound by nature, to lament 1140 

For his ill will, that life to me firfl lent. 
If lb the flocke be dryed with dilHayne, 
Withered and fere the branch mufl needes remaine. 

A'/«f . But thou an now graft in another fbxk ; 
I am the ilock, and thou the louely branch : 
And from my root continuall Htp Ihall flow. 
To make thee flourI(h with perpetuall fpring. 
Forget thy father and thy kindred now, 

E 1 Since 
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Since they forfake thee like inhumane bealles» 

i»lo Thinke they are dead, fince all their kindneffe dyes. 
And bury them, where black obliuion lyes. 
Think not thou art the daughter of old Zf/V, 
Who did vnkindly disinherit thee: 
But think thou art the noble Gallian Queene, 
And wife to him that dearely loueth thee : 
Embrace the ioyes that prefent with thee dwell. 
Let forrow packe and hide her felle in helL 

Ord, Not that I mifle my country or my kinne. 
My old acquaintance or my ancient friends, 

li-Sa Doth any whit diflemperate my mynd, 
Knowing you, which are more deare to me. 
Then Country, kin, and all things els can be. 
Yet pardon me, my gracious Lord, in this: 
For what can ftop the courfe of natures power ? 
As eafy is it for foure-footed beafb. 
To flay themfelues vpon the liquid ayre. 
And mount aloft into the element. 
And ouerflrip the feathered Fowles In flight: 
As eafy is it for the flimy Fifh, 

i»7o To Hue and thriue without the helpe of water: 
As eafy is it for the Blackamoore, 
; ^ To walh the uwny colour from his skin. 

Which all oppofe againfl the courfe of nature. 
As I am able to forget my &ther. 

King, Myrrour of vcrtue. Phoenix of our age! 
Too kind a daughter for an vnkind father. 
Be of good comfort; for I will difpatch 
Ambaliadors immediately for Brituyne, 
Vnto the King of Cornwalls Court, whereas 

ttSo Your father keepeth now his refidence. 
And in the kindefl maner him intreat. 
That fetting former grieuaoces apart. 
He will be pleaitle to come and vifit vs. 
If no intreaty will fuflice the turne. 
He oBcr him the halfe of all my Crowne: 
If that moues not, weele fltrniih out a Fleet, 

And 
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and his three daughters, ] ; 

And fayle to Cornwall for to vifit him; i 

And there you fliall be firmely recondlde ■■ i 

In perfit loue, as earll you were before. | 

Cor. Where toung cannot fui&cient thanks afford, 1190 

The King of heaucn remunerate my Lord. 

jT/Bf. Only be blithe, and frolick (fweet) with me: 
This and much more ile do to comfort thee. 

Eater Mtffhtger filus. 5c.svii . ' 

Mef. It is a world to fee now I am flufh, ; ' 

How many friends I purchafe euery where! 
How many feckes to creepe into my faiiour, 

And kille their hands, and bend their knees to me ! ; 

No more.herc conies the Queene,now (hall I know her mind. 
And hope fi>r to deriue more crownes from her. Enter St^i. ijoo 

£<tg. My friend, I fee thou mind'ft thy promife well. 
And art before me here, me thinks, to day. 

Mef. I am a poore man, and it like your Grace; 
But yet I alwayes loue to keepe my word. 

Jla. Wei, keepe thy word with me, & thou fhalt fee, i 

That of a poore man I will make thee rich. 1 

Mff. I lone to heare it, it might haue bin dispatcht, J ' 

If you had told me of it yeflernight. j . 

Ra. It is a thing of right flrange confluence, j,, 

And well I cannot vtter it in words. ijio 1, 

Mef. It is more flrange, that I am not by this f , 

Befide my felfe, with longing (or to heare it. * 

Were it to meet the Deuill in his denne, . | 

And try a bout with him for a fcratcht &ce, 
Ide vndertake it, if you would bat bid me. 1 

JI4. Ah, good my friend, that I fhould haue thee do^ 
Is fuch a thing, as I do fhame to fpeake ; , I 

Yet it mufl needs be done. , , 

Mef Ile fpeak it for thee, Queene; fhall I kill thy father? / * 

I know tis tnat, and if it be fo, fay. Sag. I. ijto 

Mef. Why, thais ynough. 

Ra£. And yet that is not alL 

^5^Whatelfc? '\ 

Rag. Thou muft kill that old man that came with him. 

E \ M^.Hcn 
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Mef, Here are two hands, for eche of them is one. 
Rag. And for eche hand here is a recompence. 

Giue btm two pmfcs. 
Mef. Oh, that I had ten hands by myracle, 
I could teare ten in mcces with my teeth, 
tjjo So in my mouth yould put a purfe of gold. 
But in what maner mult it be efifcctcd? 

Itag. To morrow morning ere the brcake of day, 
I by a wyle will fend them to the thicket. 
That is about Ibme two myles from the Court, 
And promife them to meet them there my felfe, 
Becaufe I mull haue priuaie conference. 
About fome newes I haue receyu'd from Cornwall. 
This is ynough, I know, they will not fayle. 
And then be ready for to play thy pan : 
t]4o Which done, thou mayil right ealily efcape. 
And no roan once miltrufl thee for the fact: 
But yet, before thou profecute the act. 
Shew him the letter, which my ftfler fent. 
There let him read his ownc inditement firfl. 
And then proceed to execution : 
But fee thou faynt not ; for they will fpeake &yre. 

Mef. Could he fpeak words as pleafing as the {upe 
Of Mercury, which charm 'd the hundrea eyes 
Of watchhill ^rgos, and inforc'd him fleepe: 
I J JO Yet here are words fo pleafing to my thoughts. To tbt^rje. 
As quite fhall take away the found of his. Exit. 

Rag. About it then, and when thou haft difjxitcht, 
lie find a meanes to fend thee after him. Exit. 
St. xtiiii Eater CormaaU and GonoriR. 

CarH. I wonder that the Meflenger doth (by. 
Whom we difpatcht for Cambria w lone fince : 
If that his anfwere do not pleafe vs weU, 
And he do (hew good reafbn for delay, 
lie teach him how to dally with his King, 
i}6o And to detayne vs in fuch long (iifpence. 

Cm. My Lord, I thinke the reafon may be this: 
My father meanes to come along with him ; 

And 
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and his three daughters. 

And therefore tU his pleafure be flull (by. 
For to attend vpon him on the way. 

(^m. It may be fo, and therefore till I know 
The truth thereof I will fuTpend my ludgemeat. 

Enter SertuMt, \ 

Sfr. And't like your Grace^ there is an AmbaiTador h 

Arriued from Gallia, and craues admittance to your M;defty. 

Com. From Gallia? what (hould hb meflage i]7o _ ;] 

Hither import ? is not your father happely ' .' | 

Gone thither P well, whatfoere It be. 
Bid him come in, he (hall haue audience. 

£jiter Amhdffiuivr. ■.. 

What newes from Gallia ? Ipeake Ambaflador. , ' 

yfm. The noble King and Queene of Gallia firft (alutes. 
By me, their honourable father, my Lord Ltirt 
Next, they commend them kindly to your Graces, 

As thofe whofc wcllfare they intirely wiih. . ; j 

Letters I haue to deliuer to my Lata Lar^ ijto ' 

And presents too, if I might fpeake with him. , 

Goa. If you might fpeak witn him ? why, do you ihinke, ^ 

We are afrayd that you fhould fpeake with him ? I . 

Am. Pardon me. Madam ; for I thinke not Co, 'j 

But fay fo only, 'caufe he b not here. 

0>m. Indeed, my friend, vpon fbme vrgent caufe^ : ' 

He is at this time abfent from the Court : 

But if a day or two you here repofe, | ' 

Tis very likely you fiiall haue him here, | 

Or elfe haue cenayne notice where he is. 1)9^ 

Goa. Are not we worthy to recciue your meflage ? | 

yfm. I had in charge to do it to himfelfe. 

Gon. It may be then 'twill not be done in hade, to lierfelfe. ' t 

How doth my filter brooke the ayre of Fraunce? ! 

Jim. Exceeding well, and neuer flcke one houre, ' \ 

Since firft (he fet ner foot vpon the (hore. 

Gm. I am the more (orry. 

Am. I hope, not fo. Madam. 

Gm. Did(t thou not fay, that (he was cuer ficke. 
Since the firft houre that Ihe arriued there } t4o« 

E 4 Am. N(^ 
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yfmh. No, Madam, I fayd quite contrary. 
Gon. Then I miftookc thee. 
'^ Com. Then (he is merry, if flic haue her health. 

V^m. Oh no, her griefe exceeds, vntill the time, 
hat flie be reconciTd vnto her father. 

Gon. God continue it. 

Am. What, madam? 

Con. Why, her health. 

Am. Amen to that : but God releafe her griefe, 
141° And lend her &ther in a better mind. 
Then to continue alwayes lb vnkind. 

Com. lie be a mediator in her caufe. 
And feeke all meanes to expiat his wrath. 

Am. Madam, I hope your Grace will do the like. 

Cm. Should I be a meane to exafperate his wrath 
Againlt my Hlter, whom I loue fo deare i* no, no. 

Am. To exjnate or mitiigate his wrath : 
For he hath mifconceyued without a caufe. 

Gen. 0, I, what el(e ? 
1410 Am. Tis pity it Ihould be lb, would it were otherwile. 

Goa. It were great pity it fhould be otherwife. 

Am. Then how. Madam ? 

Gon. Then that they Ihould be recondlde againe. 

Am. It fhewes you beare an honourable mind. 

Gon. It Ihewes thy vnderltanding to be blind, Speakes to 
And that thou hadlt need of an Interpreter; hcrjelfe. 

Well, I will know thy meflagc ere't be long. 
And find a meane to crofTe it, if I can. 

Com. Come in, my friend, and frolick in our Court, 
1430 Till certayne notice of my father come. Exeunt. 
St. MX Enter Leir anJ Perillus. 

Per. My Lord, you are vp to day before your houre, 
Tis newes to you to be abroad fo rathe. 

Leir. Tis newes indeed, I am fo extreme heauy. 
That I can fcarcely keepe my eye-lids open. 

Per. And To am I, but I impute the caufe 
To riling fooner then we vfe to do. 

Leir. Hither my daughter meanes to come difgiUrd : 

He 
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and his three daughters, 

lie fit me downe, and read vntill fhe come. ! ; 

Puff tut a booh and Jit dotane. 1440 ' ■ 

Pa: Sheele not be long, I warrant you, my Lord: I 

But (ay, a couple of thefe they call good fellowes, 
Should ftep out of a hedge, and let vpon vs. 
We were in good cafe for to anfwere them. 

Leir. Twere not for vs to Ibnd vpon our hands. 
Per. I fcare, we fcatit flioiild (land vpon our legs. 
But how fhould we do to defend our fclues ? 
'. Leir. Euen pray to God, to blefle vs fro thdr hands :^ I " 
For feruent prayer much ill hap withftands. _> 

Per. lie fit and pray with you for company; i4l<» \ 

Yet was I ne're fo heauy in my life. 

TbeyfaU both ajleepe. 
Eater the MeJJenpr or murtoerer with two 

iiaggers in bis bauds. \ 

Mejf. Were it not a mad iefl, if two or three of my profef^d ■ ( 

fhould meet me, and lay me downe in a ditch, and play robbe 

thiefe with me,& perforce take my gold away from me, whilefl .< 

I act this flratagem, and by this meanes the gray beards Hiould | 

efcapc? Fayth, when I were at liberty againe, I would make no 

more to do, but go 10 the next tree, and there hang my felfe. 1 4^0 I . 

See tbem and ftart. |i 

But {lay, me thinks, my youthes are here already, i . 

And with pure zeale haue prayed themfelues afleepe. 1 

I ihinke, ttiey know to what intent they came, I . 

And are proiuded for another world. - 1 

He tales tbeir hookes avoa/. ' '. 

Now could I ftab them brauely, while they flecpe, \ ' 

And in a maner put them to no payne ; 
And doing fb, I mewed them mighty friendfliip: 
For feare of death is worfe then death it felie. 1470 

But that my fweet Queene will'd me fi>r to Ihew 
This letter to them, ere I did the deed. 
Mafic, they begin to IHrre: ile (land afide; 
So {hall I come vpon them vnzwares. 

Tbe^ wake and rije. 
Leir. I maruell, that my daughter Itayes fo long. 

F Per. I 
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Per. I feare, we du) miilake the pkce, my Lord. 
Leir. God graunt we do not mifcarry in the {dace : 
I had a fhon nap, but lo full of dread, 
14S0AS much atnazeth me to think thereof 

Per. Feare not, my Lord, dreames are but fantafies, 
And flight imaginations of the brayne. 

Mef. Perfwade him (b ; but ile make him and you 
Confefle, that dreames do often proue too true. 

Per. I pray, my Lord, what was the effect of it ? 
I may go neere to gefle what it pretends. 

Mef. Leaue that to me, I will expound the dreame. 
/ Leir. Me thought, my daughters, Gomrill & Sa^an, 
J Stood both before me with fuch grim aspects, 
1490 Eche brandiOiing a Faulchion in their hand. 
Ready to lop a lymme off where it fell, 
And in their otlur hands a naked poynyard, 
Wherwith they itabd me in a hundred places. 
And to their thinking left me there for dead: 
fiut then my youngelt daughter, &yre CortkUa, 
Came with a boxe of Balfome in her hand. 
And powred it into my bleeding wounds. 
By whofe good meanes I was recouered well. 
In perfit health, as earfl I was Ijcfore: 
ijoo And with the feare of this I did awak^ 

And yet for feare my feeble ioynts do quake. 

Mef. Ile make you quake for fbmething prefently. 
Sund, Stand. Tbey reek, 

Leir. We do, my friend, although with much adoe. 
J/c/T Deliuer, deUuer. 

Per. Deliuer vs, good Lord, from fuch as he. 
Mtf. You fhould naue prayed before, while it was time. 
And then perhaps, you might haue fcapi my hands : 
But you, like £uthfull watcn-men, fell afleepe. 
If 10 The wlUllt I came and tooke your Halberds &om you. 
Sbeui their Bookes. 
And now you want your weapons of defence, 
How haue you any hope to be deliuered ? 
This comes, becaufe you haue no better fby. 

But 
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and bis three daughters. \ > 

But fall alleepe, wlien you fhould watch and pray. , | 

Leir. My friend, thou fecmfl to be a proper man. . { 

M^. Sblood, how the old flane clawes me by the elbow ? 
He thinks, belike, to fcapc by fcraping thui. 

Per. And It may be, are in ibme need of money. 

Mef. That to be folfe, behold my enidence. iJ»o < 

Shfwes bis fuifei. 

Lcir. If that I haue will do thee any good, ' , : 

I giue it thee, cuen with a right good wuL Tate it. ' i 

Per. Here, take mine too, & wiih with all my heart, ' 

To do thee pleafiire, it were twice as moch. 

Tate bis^ attdvoeygb tbem both in bis bands. \ 

Mef. He none of them, tibey are too light for me. . ' 

Puts tbem tn bis pocket. 

Leir, AVhy then farewell : and if thou haue occafion 
In any thing, to vie me to the Queene, ijjo i 

'Tis like ynough thw I can {deafure thee. ■; ! 

Tbej froffer tt goe. ' 

Mef. Do you heare, do you hear^ fir ? \ 

If I had occafion to vie you to the Queene, 
Would you do one thing for me I (hould aske ? j . 

Leir. I, any thing tlut lyes within my power. | 

Here is my hand vpon it, io farewell. Proffer to gee. ,■ 

Mef Heare you fir, heare you ? pray, a word with you. j 

Me thinks, a comely honeft ancient man I 

Should not diflcmble with one for a vantage. if^o | ' 

I know, when I ftiall come to try this geare, ; | 

You wiU recant from all that you haue layd. ; ; 

Per. Miftruit not him, but try him when thou wilt: } 

He is her father, therefore may do much. ; ^ 

M^ 1 know he is, and therefore meane to try him : I 

You are his friend too, I muft try you both. 

^mbo. Prithy do, prithy do. Proffer to go <mt. \ 

Mef Stay gray-beards then, and proue men of your words : 
The Queene hath tyed me by a folemne othc. 
Here in this place to fee you both difpatcht: Hjo 

Now for the fafegard of my confcience. ,^ 

Do me the pleafure for to kill your felues: 
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So fhall you faue me labour for to do it. 
And proue your felues true old men of your words. 
And nere I vow in fight of all the world, 
I ne're will trouble you whillt I liue agayne. 
^ ,. 9^ Leir. Affright vs not with tcrrour, good my friend, 

C \ /3 ' Nor ftrike fuch fcare into our aged hearts. 

S^j^v 0^ ( Play not the Cat, which dallicrh with the moufe; 
a *" , ^. ii66 And on a fuddcn maketh her a pray : 
-' ,^ ' X "^"^ if thou art markt for the man of death 
\\^ To mc and to my Damiorty tell meplayne, 
/o "^ That we may be prepared for the Itroke, 

And make our felues fit for the world to come. 

Mef. I am the laft of any mortall rac^ 
That ere your eyes are likely to behold. 
And hither fent of purpofc to this place, 
To giuc a finall period to your dayes. 
Which are fo wicked, and haue liued lb long, 
iS7V^hat your owne children leeke to fhort your life. 

JJit: Camfl thou from France, of purpoft to do this ? 
JH^ From France? zoones, do I looxe like a Frenchman? 
Sure I haue not mine owne face on ; (bme body hath chang'd 
faces with me, and I know not of it: But I am Au'c, my apparell 
is all Englini. Sirra, what meaneil thou to aske that queition ? 
I could Ipoyle the fafhion of this face for anger. A French face.' 

Leir. Becaufe my daughter, whom I haue offended, 
And at whofe hands I haue deleru'd as ill. 
As euer any father did of child, 
1580 Is Qucene of Fraunce, no thanks at all to me^ 
But vnto God, who my iniuftice fee. 
If it be lb, that fhee doth feeke reuenge. 
As with good rcalbn fhe may iufUy do, 
I will molt willingly reffgne my life, 
A facriHce to mittigate her ire: 
I neuer will intreat thee to forgiue, 
Secaufe I am vnworthy for to liue. 
Therefore fpeakc foone, & I will Ibone make fpced : 
Whether CorJeila wiU'd thee do this deed ? 
If 90 Mej'. Aslam aperfitgentlcman,thoufpcakftFrench to mc: 

I neuer 
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and his three daughters, t 

I neucr heard CarJeSaes name before^ j 

Nor neuer was in Fraunce in all my life : f 

I neuer knew thou hadll a daughter there, j 

To whom thou didfl prouc fo vnkind a churle: 
But thy owne toung declares that thou haft Un 
A vylc old wretch, and foil of heynous fin. 

Leir. Ah no, my friend, thou art deceyued much : 
For her except, whom I confefle 1 wrongd, ' ■ 

Through doung frenzy, and o'rc-ielous louc. | 

There liues not any vnder heauens bright eye, itfo« 

That can conuict me of inuHeiy. ! 

And therfbre fure thou dou mifUke the marke: !• 

For I am in true peace with all the world. 

Atef You are the Hiter for the King of hcauen : 
And therefore, for to rid thee of fufpence. 
Know thou, the Queenes of Cambria and Cornwall, ^ 

Thy owne two daughters, GomtiU and Ragmm^ / \ 

Appoynted me to maflacre thee here. ^ 



Appoynted i 
Why wouldl 



vhy wouldfl thou then perfwade me, that thou arc 
In charity with all the world ? but now itfio 

When thy owne ifliie hold thee in fuch hate, 
That they haue hyred me t'abbridge thy fiite. 
Oh, fy vpon fuch vyle diflembling breath. 
That would deceyue, euen at the poynt of death. 

Per. Am I awake, or is it but a dreame ? c ,; : - 

jWyr Feare nothing, man, thou art but in adreame,' 2,' ;*'Y ' 
And thou fhalt neuer wake vntill doomes day, ■^,'^' '. ' **v^ 

By then, I hope, thou wilt haue flept ynough. ' ■. ,. '^,^ "^ 

Lcir. Yet, gentle friend, graunt one thing ere I die. ' '."" i*^- 

Mef. lie graunt you any thing, except your Hues. 16x0 ', ^-^ 

Leir. Oh, but amire me by fome ceruyne token. 
That my two daughters hyred thee to tms deed: 
If I were once relolu'd of that, then I 
Would wifh no longer life, but craue to dye. 

Mef. That to be true, in fight of heaucn I fwcare. 

Leir. Swearc not by hcauen, for feare of punifhmSt: 
The heauens are guilileile of fuch haynoui acts. 

Mef. I fweare By earth, the mother of vs alL 

F J Leir, Sweare 
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Lar. Sweare not by earth; £>r flie abhors to beare 
itfjo Such baftards, as are murtherers of her Ibnncs. 

Mejl Why then, by hell, and all the dcuUs I fweare. 
Leir. Sweare not by hell ; for that Hands gaj»ng wide. 
To fwallow thee, and if thou do this deed. 
" Thunder and lightning. 

Mef. I would that word were in his belly agayne. 
It hath frighted me cucn to the very heart: 
This old man is fome flrong Magician : 
His words haue turned my mind from this exployt. 
Then neyther hcauen, earth, nor hell be witnefle ; 
164a But let this paper witnefle for them alL 
Sbewes Gonorilt Utter. 
Shall I relent, or fliall I profecute? 
Shall I relblue, or were I bell recant ? 
I will not crack my credit with two Queenes, 
/ To whom I haue already paft my word. 
J -^ Oh, but my confcience for this act doth tell, 

I get heauens hate, earths fcorne, and paynes of helL 
Tbe^ hlejfe themjelues. 
Per. Oh iufl /ehoua^ whofe almighty power 
j6jo Doth gouerne all things in this fpacious world. 
How canfl thou fuSer fuch tHitragious acts 
To be committed without iult reuenge ? 
O viperous generation and accurfl:. 
To feeke his blood, whofe blood did make them firft .' 

Leir. Ah, my true friend in all extremity. 
Let vs fubmit vs to the will of God : 
Things pafl all fence, let vs not feeke to know ; 
It is Goos will, and therefore mufl be fo. 
My &iend, I am prepared for the fboke : 
t€6o Strike when thou wUt, and I forgiue thee here, 
Euen from the very bottome of my heart. 
Mef^ But I am not prepared for to ftrike. 
Leir. Farewell, PeriSus, euen the trucll &ien^ 
Tliat euer Uued in aducrfity : 
The lateft kindne0e Ue requell of thee. 
Is that thou go vnto my daughter OrdeSa, 

And 
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and bis three daughters. 

And carry her her fathers latdl blefling: 

Withall deiire her, that (he will forgiue me ; 

For I haue wrongd her without any caufe. 

Now, Lord, receyuc me, for I come to thee, i<y© 

And dye, I hope, in pcmt charity. 

Difpatch, I pray thee, I haoe Uued too long. 

Mef. I, hut you are vnwife, to fend an errand 
By him that neuer meaneth to deliuer It: , 

Why, he mufl go along with you to heauen: ; 

It were not good you mould go all alone. 

Ldr. No doubt, he thai, when by the cour(e of nature^ , 

He rauft furrender vp his due to death: i. 

But that time fhall not come, till God permit. ' 

Mef. Nay, prefently, to beare you company. itfSo 

I haue a PaQwrt for him in my pocket. 

Already feafd, and he mull needs ride Pofte. i 

Sbffw a hagge ofm»ujr. j 

LeJr. The letter which I read, imporu not to, ' 

It only toucheth me, no word of him. \ 

Meff". I, but the Queene commaunds it mull be Ib^ 
And 1 am payd for him, as well as yon. , 

Per. I, who haue borne you company in life, 
Moft willingly will beare a (hare In deaiK 

It skilleth not fi>r me, my friend, a whic, ttf^ ' 

Nor for a hundred fuch as thou and I. 

Mef. Mary, but it doth, fir, by your leaue; your good dayes ' 

are fnll: though it bee no matter for you, tis a matter for me, | 

proper men are not fo rife. ' 

Per. Oh, but beware, how thou doft lay thy hand ] 

Vpon the high anoynted of the Lord: 

O, be aduifed ere thou doft h«;In: i 

Difpatch me Itraight, but meddle not with him. 

Leir. Friend, thy commifsion is to deale with m^ I 

And I am he that hath deferued all : t;oo 

Tlie plot was layd to take away my life: 
And here it is, I do intreat thee take it: 

Yet for my fake, and as thou an a man, ,i 

Spare this my friend, that hither with me came : 

F 4 I brought 

\ 

i 
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1 brought him forth, whereas he had not Inn, 
But for good will to beare me company. 
He left his friends, his country and his goods. 
And came with me in moft extremity. 
tiJi-U.*^ ci '-^ f .^ Oh. i f he fiiould mifc arry here a nd dve^ 

X-*.. Cc^-^e^j' 5> '7'oWPoTs.ihe caufe of JtTEut only I ? 
' jJ/-v-'-..\<»v., Jlef. Why that am I, let that ne re trouble thee. 

LeJr. O no, tis I. O, had I now to giue thee 
The monarchy of all the fpacious worul 
To iaue his life, I would bellow it on thee : 
But I haue nothing but thefe teares and prayers. 
And the fubmifsion of a bended knee. inee/e, 

O, If all this to mercy moue thy mind. 
Spare him, in heauen thou fhalt like mercy find. 
A&J'. I am as hard to be moued as another, and yet 
xjto me thinks the flrength of their perfwadons itirres me 
a little. 

Per. My friend, if feare of the almighty power 
Haue power to moue thee, we haue fayd ynough : 
But if thy mind be moueable with gold, 
We haue not prefently to giue it thee : 
Yet to thy feffe thou mayit do greater good, 
' , . To keepe thy hands itill vndefilde from blood : 

'', ^ For do but weU confider with thy felfe, 

; ^ When thou hafl finifht this outragious act, 

y^ ' i7)o What horrour fKll will haunt thee for the deed : 
v.. (^ Think this agayne, that they which would incenfe 
Thee for to &; the Butcher of their father, 
When it is done, for fcare it fhould be knownc. 
Would make a meanes to rid thee from the world : 
Oh, then art thou for cuer tyed in chaynes 
Of cuerlafHnE torments to indure, 
Eucn in the hoteft hole of grifly hell. 
Such paynes, as neuer mortall toung can tell. 

// thunders. He quakes, and lets fall the Dagger 
1740 next to Perillus. 

Leir. O, heauens be thanked, he wil fpare ray friend. 
Now when thou wilt come make an end of me. 

He 



>8'^" 



and bis three daughters. - 

He Jets fail the other datger. 

Per. Oh, happy fight ! he meanes to laue my Lord. 
The King of heauen continue this good mind. 

Leir. Why ftayfl thou to do execudon ? 

Mef. I am as wilfull as you for your life : 
I will not do it, now you do intreat me. 

Per. Ah, now I fee thou had fome fparke of grace. 

Mef. Befhrew you for it, you haue put it in me : 
The parlofefl old men, that ere I heard. 
Well, to be flat, ile not meddle with you : 
Here I found you, and here ile leaue you : 
If any aske you why the caft fb (lands? 
Say that your toungs were better then your hands. Exit 

Per. FareweU. If euer we together meet, ^^jff- 

It (hall go hard, but I will thee regreeu 
Courage, my Lord, the word is ouerpaft ; 
Let vs giue thanks to God, and hye vs hence. 

Leir. Thou art deceyucd ; for I am pafl the bed. 
And know not whither for to go from hence : 
Death had bin better welcome vnto me. 
Then longer life to adde more mifery. 

Per. It were not good to returnc from whence we 
Vnto your daughter Ragan back againe. (came. 

Now let vs go 10 France, vnto CorJelUy 
Your youngclt daughter, doubtlcde (he will fuccour you. 

Leir, Oh, how can I perfwade my felfe of that. 
Since the other two are quite deuoyd of loue; 
To whom I was fo kind, as that my gifts. 
Might make them loue me, if 'twere nothing elfc ? 

Per. No worldly gifts, but grace from God on hye. 
Doth nourifh venue and true charity. 
Remember well what words Cordelia (pake, 
What time you askt her, how (he lou d your Grace. 
Se iayd, her loue vnto you was as much. 
As ought a child to beare vnto her father. / 

Leir. But (he did find, my loue was not to her, V 
As Ihould a father beare vnto a child. 

Per, That makes not her loue to be any lede, 

G If 
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If Oie do loue you as a child Ihould do: 

You haue tryed two, try one more for my fake, 

lie ne're intreat you forther tryall make. 

Kemember well the dream you had of late. 

And thinke what comfort it foretels to vs. 

Ij'it. Come, truell friend, that euer man pofleft, 

I know thou counfailfl all things for the belt : 

If this third daughter play a kinder part, 

It comes of God, and not of my defert. Exeunt. 
Se. XX Eater the GaUian Amhafsador folus. 

'7>i Am. There is of late newes come vnto the Court, 

That old Lord Leir remayaes in Cambria: 

He hye me thither prefently, to impart 

My letters and my meflage vnto him. 

I neuer was lefle welcome to a place 

In all my life time, then I haue bin hither, 

Efpecially vnto the flately Queene, 

Wno would not call one gracious looke on me, 

But fUU with lowring and fufpicious eyes, 
1800 Would uke exceptions at each word I fpake. 

And fayne fhe would haue vndermined me. 

To know what my Ambaffage did import : 

But (he is like to hop without her hope. 

And in this matter for to want her wil^ 

Though (by report) iheele hau'i in all things elfe. 

Well, I wiU pofle away for Cambria: 

Within thefe &w dayes I hope to be there. Exit, 

St. HB Enter the Ki»£ and Queene of Gallia^ ^ Mumforii. 

King. By this, our father vnderflands our mind, 
1810 And our kind greetings fent to him of late: 

Therefore my mind prefagcth ere't be long. 

We (hall receyue from Brittayne happy newes. 
Cord. I feare, my fifter will dilTwade his mind ; 

For (he to me hath alwayes bin vnkind. 

King. Feare not, my loue, lince that we know the worft. 

The Im meanes helpes, if that we milTe the firft: 

If hee'le not come to Gallia vnto ti. 

Then we will layle to Brittayne vnto him. 

Mtm. Well, 
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and his three daughters. \ 

Mum. Well, if I once fte Brittaync :^ync, I 

I haue fworne, ile ne're come home witEoat my wench, < 

And ile not be forfworne, ',- 1 

Ile rather neuer come home while I Hoc. 

Oir. Are you fure, MamforJ, (he is a niayd fHIl ? 

iW«OT.Nay,ile not fwearefheisa mayd, but flie goes for < '. . 

He take her at all aduentures, if I can get her. ^ 

OnrJ. I, thats well put In. '^Ujf- '< 

Mum. Well put in r nay, it was ill put in ; for had it ^^ ' /, ; 

Bin as well put in, as ere I put in, in my dayes, ■^-'^^''''-'j/- 

I would haue made her follow me to Fraunce. ^uij *' \ 

Otr. Nay, you'd haue bin fo kind, as take her with you, i8>p ^^ ",■ 

Or clfe, were I as (he, . ,- ^4 

I would haue bin fo louing, as tde fby behind you;-'. ' 7^ y 

Yet I muft confeile, you are a very proper man, ''■c ^^y.l 

And able to make a wench do more then fhe would Aot. "V 'i';, 

Mum. Well, I haue a payre of flops for the nonce, /^ , ^ -» 1 

Will hold all your mocks. ^l'^. ie'^ -. 

King. Nay, wc fee you haue a hanfome hofe. ^'* -' H'' ' 

Cor. I, and of the neweft falhion. ^ ■. ' 

Mum. More bobs, more : put them in (till, ,' ; 

They'l ferueinfteadofbumbaft,yctputnotintoomany, 1840 ' '^ 

lefl the feames crack, and they fly out amongft you againe: .j 

you muft not think 10 outface me foeafly in my miftris quarrel, 

who if I fee once agayne, ten teame of horlcs Ihall ■, 

not draw me away, till I haue fiill and whole poflefdon. > 

King. I, but one teame and a cart will ferue the turne. ) 

Cor. Not only for him, but alfo for his wench. | 

Mum. Well, you are two to one, ile eiue you ouer : ' 

And fince I fee you fo pleafantly dtlpofcd. 

Which indeed is but felaome feene, ile clayme 1 

A promife of you, which you fhall not deny me: 1850 

For promife is debt, & by this hand you promifd it me. -• * 

Therefore you owe it me, and you fliall pay it me. 

Or ile file you vpon an action of vnkindnefle. 

A'/H^.Prithy,LordiV«»«/ora', what promife did I make thee? 

Mum. Fayth, nothing but this, '( 

That the next fayre weather, which is very now, 

G 1 Yoo 1 
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i You would go in progrefle downe to the fea fide, 

J J Which is very necre. 

' /^»*S- Fayth, in this motion I will ioyne with thee, 

- : iStfo And be a mediator to my Queene. 

' Prithy, my Loue, let this match go forward. 

My mind foretels, 'twill be a lucky voyage. 

I ' Cer. Entreaty needs not, where you may c5maund, 

' ' So you be plcatdc, I am right well content ; 

Yet, as the Sea I much defu-e to fee; 

' ) So am I mofl vnwtUing to be feene. 

'. i AV«^. Weelc go dilguifcd, all vnknownc to any. 

j I Cor. Howfoeuer you make one, ile make another. 

; ', Mum. And I the third : oh, I am ouer-ioyed ! 

i 1870 See what loue is, which getteth with a word, 

What all the world befides could ne'rc obtayne ! 
But what difguifes (hall we haue, my Lord r 

Kiag. Fayth thus : my Queene & I wil be dilguifde. 
Like a playne country couple, and you fhall be Hoger 
Our man, and wayt vpon vs : or if you will. 
You fliall go firft, and we will wayt on you. 

, Mam. Twere more then time ; this deuicc is excellent. 

Come let vs about it. Exeunt. 

I Sc. aii Enter Cambria and Sagan, with Nobles, 

; j 1880 Cam. What ftrange mifchancc or vnexpected hap 

Hath thus depriu'd vs of our fathers prefence P 
Can no man tell vs what's become or him, 
With whom we did conuerfe not two dayes fince ? 
My Lords, let euery where light-horie be fcnt. 
To fcoure about through all our Regiment. 
Dilpatch a Polte immediately to Cornwall, 
To fee if any newes be of him there; 
My ftlfe will make a Itrickt inquiry here. 
And all about our Cities neere at hand, 
iS^oTill certayne newcs of his abode be brought 
Jtag. All ibrrow is but counterfet to mine. 
Whole lips are almoll fealed vp with griefe : 
Mine is the fublbnce, whilft they do but feeme 
' i To weepe the Icfle, which teares cannot rcdeeme. ' 
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and bis three daughters. 

O, ne're was heard fo ftrange a mintduenmre^ 

A thing to far beyond the reach of fence. 

Since no mans reafon in the caufe can enter. 

What hath remou'd my father thus from hence ? 

O, I do feare fbme charme or inuocation 

Of wicked fpirits, or infernall fiends, 

Stird by CorJelh^ moues this innouaiion. 

And brings my father timelelfe to his end. 

£ut might I know, that the detefled Witch 

Were certaync cauft of this vncenayne 1U» 

My felfe to Fraunce would go in fome di^^fe. 

And with thefjLnayles fcratch out her hatefiill eyes : 

For fince I am depriued of my father, 

I loath my life, and wifh my death the rather. 

Cam. The heaucns are iufl, and hate impety. 
And will (no doubt) rcuealc fuch haynous crimes: 
Cenfure not any, tiJl you know the right: 
Let him be ludge, that bringeth truth to light. 

Ra. O, but my griefe, like to a fwcUing tyde. 
Exceeds the bounds of common patience : 
Nor can I moderate my toung fo much. 
To conceale them, whom I hold in fufpect. 

Cam. This matter fhall be (ilted: if it be (he, 
A thoufand Fraunces Ihall not harbour her. 

Enter the Gallian Amhajfadar. 

Am. All happinelTe vnto the Cambrian King. 

Cam. Welcom, my friend, from whence is thy Ambaflage ? 

Am. I came from Gallia, vnto Cornwall fenc, 
With letters to your honourable lather. 
Whom there not finding, as I did expect, 
I was directed hither to repayre. 

Sag, Frenchman, what is thy mefiage to my father ? 

Am. My letters, Madam, will import the fame. 
Which my Commifsion is lot to deuuer. 

Ra. In his abfence you may trufl vs with your letters. 

Am. I mull performe my charge in fuch a maner. 
As I hauc (Irict comraaundement from the King. 

Ra. There is good packing twixt your King and yoa : 
G J You 
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You need not hidier come to aske for him. 
You know where he is better then our felues. 

^m. Madam, I hope, not far off. 

Xa. Hath the young murdrefle, your outragiousQueene, 
No meanes to colour ner dctcfted deeds. 
In finiftiing my guiltlefle fethers dayes, 
(Becaufe he gaue her nothing to her dowrc) 
1940 But by the colour of a &yn'd Ambaffage, 
To fend him letters hither to our Court ? 
Go carry them to them that (ent them hither. 
And bid them keepe their fcroules vnto themfelues : 
They cannot blina vs with fiich flight excufe. 
To fmother vp fb monflrous vild abufe. 
And were it not, it is 'gainfl law of Armes, 
To oflcr violence to a Meflenger, 
We would inflict fuch torments on thy felfe. 
As (hould inforce thee to reueale the truth. 
1910 ^m. Madam, your threats no whit apall my mind, 
I know my confcience guikleile of this act ; 
My King and Queene, I dare be fworne, are free 
From any thought of {uch im|Hety : 
And therefore, Madam, you haue done them wrong. 
And ill bcfeeming with a fillers loue, 
"Who in meere duty tender him as much. 
As euer you refpected him for dowre. 
The King your husband will not fay as much. 

Cam. I will fufpend my iudgemcnt for a time, 
19^0 Till more apparance giue vs further light: 
Yei to be playne, your commine doth in&rce 
A great fuf[Hcion to our do ubtful mind. 
And that you do refemble, to be briefc. 
Him that firit robs, and then cries. Stop the thcefe. 

^m. Pray God fomc neerc you haue not done the like. 

^ag. Hence, fancy mate, reply no more to vs ; Sbejirikes 
For law of Armes fliall not protect thy toung. bim. 

Am. Nc're was I otfred fuch difcourtefy ; 
God and my King, I trull, ere it be long, 
1970 Will find a meane to remedy this wrong. Exit Amh. 

Rag, How 
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and his three daughters, \ 

Rag. How flull I liue, to fuHer ihis difgracc, j 

At euery bale and vulgar peafanis handi ? 

It ill befitteth my imperlall fhte« \ 

To be thus vfde, and no man uke my port. Sbee voecps. 

dm. What fliould I do? infringe the law of Armes, 
Were to my euerlafbing obloquy : 
But I will uke reuenge vpon his mailer, 
Which fent him hither, to delude vs thus. ' 

£ag. Nay, if you put vp this, be furc, ere long, ; 

Now that my iauier thus is made away, i^to 

Sheele come & clayme a third pare of your Crowne, * 

As due vnto her by inheritance. ^. 

Oiftt. But I will prouc her title to be nought 
But fliame, and the reward of Parricide, 
And make her an examjiJe to the world. 

For after-ages to admire her penance; I 

This will I do, as I am Cambriaes King, | 

Or tofe my life, to profecute reuenge. 

Come, firit let's Icarne what newes is of our Either, i 

And then proceed, as beft occafion fits. Exeunt. 1990 

Enter Letr^ Perillus, an J two Maniners^ in fig' Sc.niii \ 

gpvmes and feorCaps, 

Per. My honeft friends, we are aftum'd to ftiew \ 

Hic great extremity of our prefent flate, 

la that at this time we are brought fo low, ^ 

TTiat we want money for to pay our paflage. ■ 

The truth is fb, we met with fomc good fcllowes, | 

A little before we came aboord your (hip, j 

Which Itript vs quite of all the coyne we had, ! 

And left vs not a penny In our purfes: 1000 

Yet wanting mony, we will vie the meane, I 

To fee you fatisfied to the vttermofl. Looke on Leir, 

1. Mar. Heres a good gown, 'twould become me pairing wel, * 
I Ihould be fine in it. Looke on Perillus. 

2. Mar, Heres a good cloke, I maruel how I fhould look in it. 
Leir. Fayth, hw we others to fupply their roome. 

Though ne'er fo meane, you willingly fhould haue uiem. 
" ' re.firr 



Mar. Do you heare, ur ? you looke like an honefl man; 
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lie not Hand to do you a pleafure: here's a good llrog tnotly ga- 
loio berdine, coft me xiiij. good (hillings at Billinrgate, giue meyour 
gowne ^r it, & your cap for mine, & ile forgiue your paflage. 
Z^ir. With al ray heart, and xx. thanks. XeirO' becbangetb. 
1. Mar. Do you nearc,fir ? you (Hal haueabetter match the he, 
becaufe you are my friend: here is a good fiieeps ruflet Ica- 
gowne, wil bide more ftrefle, Iwarrant you, then two of his,yet 
For you feem to be an honeft gentleman, I am content to chage 
it &r your cloke, and aske you nothing for your padage more. 
full offPerillus ckie. 
Per. My owne I willingly would change with thee, 
loto And think my felfe indebted to thy kindnefle : ''' 

But would my friend might keepe his garment JUU. 
My friend, ile giue thee this new dublet, if thou wilt 
Rellorc his gowne vnto him back agayne. 

I . Mar. Nay, if I do, would I might ne're eate powderd beefe 
and mulbud more, nor drink Can of good liquor whilll I liue. 
My friend, you haue fmall rcaibn to feeke to hinder me of my 
bargaine : but the befl is, a bargayne's a bargayne. 
o Leir. Kind friend, it is much better as it is; Leir A FerHlus. 

J 'V '■' \ ^^^ ^y '^ meanes we may efcape vnknowne, 

>', ^ ■:!!| r V 'Vp lojo/rill time and opportunity do fit. 
Q/^ . "i ■ "' Tx ' 1. j?^ir Hark,nark,theyarelayingtheirheadstogether, 
'", .-'"-, i/" ^^. \ \ Theilc repent them of their bargayne anon, 
■'-■. "' -^ "* \\^ '.' ■ 'Twcre befl for vs to go while we are welL 
"^^-^■'1' " I. jVor. Godbewithyou,fir,for yourpaflagcbackagayne, 

" ^_.. "'^. ■ ^-f~ lie vfe you as vnreafonable as another. 
C- >. " Z^/'r. I know thou wilt; but we hope to bring ready money 

'. ^ \ With vs, when wc come back agayne. Exmat Mariners. 

^ Were euer men in this extremity. 

In a ftrange country, and deuoyd of friends, 
»04o And not a penny for to helpe our ftlues? 

Kind friend, what thinkft thou will become of vs ? 

Per. Be of good cheere, my Lord, I hatte a dublet. 
Will yeeld vs mony ynough to lerue our turncs, 
Vntill we come vnto your daughters Court: 
And then, I hope, we (hall find friends ynough. 
Leir. Ah, kind Perillus^ that is it I feare. 

And 
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and bis three daughters. 

And makes me faynt, or cuer I come there. 

Can kindnefle fpring out of ingratitude? 

Or loue be rcapt, where hatreahath bin Ibwne? 

Can Henbane loyne in league with Methridate? iof( 

Or Sugar grow in Wormwoods bitter ftalke ? \ 

It cannot De, they are too oppofite: 

And (b am I to any kindnefle here. ,-■ -, 

I haue throwne Wormwood on the fugrcd youth, ""'.^V^ "^ 

And like to Henbane poyfoncd the Fount, '., X, V P 

Whence flowed the Methridate of a childs goodwil : "*/ r; 

I, like an enuious thorne> haue prickt the heart. 

And turnd fwcet Grapes, to fowre vnrelifht Sloes: 

The caufelefle ire of my refpcctlefle breil. 

Hath fowrd the fwcet niilk of dame Natures paps: toto 

My bitter words haue gauld her hony thoughts, 

And weeds of rancour chokt the flower of grace. 

Then what remainder is of any hope. 

But all our fortunes will go quite auope ? 

Per, Feare not, my Lord, the pernt good indeed. 
Can neuer be corrupted by the bad : 
A new frefh veflell ftill rctaynes the tafte 
Of that which firft is powr'd into the fame: 
And therforc, though you name yourfelfe the thorn. 
The weed, the gall, the henbane & the wormewood ; ao7o 

Yet (heele continue in her former (late. 
The hony, milke, Grape, Sugar, Methridate. 

LiCir. Thou pleafing Orator vnto me in wo, 
Ceafe to beguile me with thy hopefiill Ipeaches : 
O ioyne with me, and thinke of nought but crofles. 
And then weele one lament anothers lofles. ; ,^ 

Per. Why, fay the worfl, the worft can be but death, *^-''-' ''■ 
And death is better then for to defpaire: ■ " '-, ^-' 

Then hazzard death, which may conuert to life; '__■-■ -»" 'c ^ 

Banifh defpire, which brings a thoufand deathes. ' »oW ^ ^-'.*^, 

Leir. Orecome with thy ttrong arguments,! yeeld, •■ ' V ^ /' '^ 

To be directed by thee, as thou wilt: ... ,• /"u^ ^u 

As thou yeeldft comfort to my crazed thoughts, ^ > / -■'*»• "> 

Would I could yecld the like vnto thy body, '..'■', 

Which is full weake, I know, and ill apayd, 

H For 
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For want of frefh meat and due lufUnance. 

Per. Alack, my Lord, my heart doth bleed, to think 
That you fiiould be in fiich extremity. 

Leir. Come, let vs go, and fee what God will fend ; 
1090 When all meanes faile, he is the fureft friend. Exeunt. 

Sc. xdv Eater the Gallian King and Qaeene, and Mumford^ with « 
hafiet, di^uifed like Countrey folhe. 

King. This tedious iourney all on foot, fweet Loue, 
Cannot be pleaGng to your tender ioynts. 
Which ne're were vfed to thefe toylefbroe walks. 

(^rd. I neuer in my life tooke more delight 
In any iourney, then I do in this: 
It did me good, when as we hapt to light 
Amongft the merry crue of country folk^ 
iioo^To fee what indufbry and payncs they took^ 

To win them commendations 'mongfl: their friends. 
Lord, how they labour to befUr themfelues. 
And in their quirks to go beyond the Moone, 
And fo uke on them with fuch antike ilts. 
That one would think they were befide their witst 
Come away, Roger^ with your basket 

Mam. Soft, Dame, here comes a couple of old youthes, 
I mull needs make my felfe fat with ielting at them. 

Cor. Nay, prithy do not, they do feeme to be Enter Leir 

II to Men much o regone with griefc and mifery. ^ Perilhs 

Let's iland'aOde, and harken what they fay. very faintfy, 

Leir. Ah, my Perillus^ now I fee we both 
Shall end our dayes in this vnfruitfull ibyle. 
Oh, I do faint for want of fuftenance: 
And thou, I know, in little better cafe. 
No gentle tree aHbrds one tafle of fruit. 
To comfort vs, vntill we meet with men: 
No lucky path conducts our lucklefle Heps 
Vnto a place where any comfort dwels. 
1110 Sweet relt betyde vnto our happy foules; 
For here I fee our bodies mu(l haue end. 

Per. Ah, my deare Lord, how doth my heart lament 
To fee you brought to this eztremttv f 
O, if you loue me, as you do profefle. 

Or 
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Or euer thought well of me in my life, Heflrips vp bis arme.^ - ' 
Feed on this flefli, whole veyncs are not lb dry. 
But there is vertue left to comfon yoo. 
O, feed on this, if this will do you good. 
He fmile fer ioy, to fee you fuck my bloud. 

I^ir. I am no Caniball, that I ihould delight 
To flake my hungry iawes wich humane flelh : 
I am no deuill, or ten times worfe then lo. 
To fuck the bloud of fuch a pcerelefle friend. 
0, do not think that I refpect my life 
So dearely, as I do thy loyall looe. 
Ah, Brituync, I fiiall neuer fee thee mor^ 
That halt vnkindly banilhed thy King : > 

And yet not thou doH make me to comjJayne, 
But they which were more neere to me then thoo. 

Car. what do I heare ? this lamenuble voyce. 
Me thinks, ere new I oitentimes haue heard. 

Leir. Ah, Goaorill, was halfe my Kingdomes gift 
The caufe that thou didlt feeke to haue my life ? 
Ah, cruell JIagan, did I giue thee all. 
And all could not fufHce without my bloud ? 
Ah, poore drdelU^ did I giue thee nought. 
Nor neuer Ihall be able &r to giue ? 
O, let me warne all ages that infueth, ! 

How they trull flattery, and reiect the trueth. | 
Well, vnkind Girles, I here forgiue you both. 
Yet the iult heauens will hardly do uie like; 
And only craue forgiueneUe at the end 
Of good Cordelia^ and of thee, my friend; 
Of God, whofe M^elty I haue onended. 
By my iranigrefsion many thoufand wayes: 
Of her, deare heart, whom I for no occafion 
Turn'd out of all, through flatterers perfwalion : 
Of thee, kind friend, who but fpr me, I know, 
Hadlt neuer come vnio this place of wa ' 

Cor. Alack, that euer I ftiould llue to Ice 
My noble ^ther in this mifery. 

King. Sweet Loue, reueale not what thou art as yet, 
Vntill we know the ground of all this UL 

H 1 ar. O. 
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The Hifiory of King JUir 

Cor. 0, but ibme meat, fbme meat: do you not fee. 
How neere they are to death for want of food f 

Per. Lord, which didfl help thy feniants at their need. 
Or now or neuer fend vs helpe with fpeed. 
Oh comfort, comfort ! yonder is a banquet^ 
And men and women^ my Lord : be of good cheare ; 
70 For I fee comfort comming very neere. 
my Lord, a banqijet, and-joen and women .' 

Leir. O, let kind pity mollify their hearts^ 
That they may helpe vs in our great extreames. 

Per. God laue you, friends ; & if this blefled banquet 
Aflbrdetb any food or fiiftenance, 
Kuen for his fake that faued vs all from death, 
Voucbfafe to fauc vs from the gripe of famine. S6e hringetb 

Ccir. Herefather,litandeat,hcre,fit&drink: b'lm to the table 
And would it were far better for your fakes. 
180 PeriUus takes Leir h/ the bmd to the table. 

Per. He giue you thanks anon : my friend doth faynt. 
And needeth prefent comfort. Leir drinks. 

Mum. I warrant, he ne're ftayes to iay grace: 
O, theres no lauce to a good flomake. 

Per. The blefled God of heauen hath thought vpon vs. 

Leir. The thanks be his, and thele kind courteous folke. 
By whofe humanity we are prelenicd. They eat bungerl/y Leir 

Cor. And may that draught be vnto him, as was drinhes. 
That which old Efitt drankc, which did renue 
190 His withered age, and made him young againe. 
And may that meat be vnto him, as was 
That which Eiias ate, in ilrength whereof 
He walked fourty dayes, and neuer faynted. 
Shall I conceale me longer from my &ther ? 
Or (hall I manifed my Telle to him ? 

King. Forbeare a while, vnttll his ftrength returne. 
Left being ouer ioyed with feeing thee. 
His poore weake fences fhould forfake their office. 
And fo our caufe of ioy be turnd to Ibrrow. 

Per. What chere,my Lord? howdoyoufeeleyourftlfe? 

Leir. Me thinks, I neuer ate fuch (auory meat : 
It is as plealant as die blefled Manna, 

That 



and bis three daughters. 

That raynd from heauen unongfl the Ifraelitcs: 
It hath recall'd my Ipirits home agayne. 
And made me frefh, as earfl I was before. 
But how (hall we congratulate their kindnefle ? 

Per. In&yth, I know not how fuffidently ; 
But the beft meane that I can think on, is this : 
He o6er them my duhlet in re^uitall ; 
For we haue nothing elfe to fpare. »■ 

Leir. Nay, ftay, Peri/tuj, for they (hall haue mine. 

Per. Pardon, my Lord, I fweare they ftiall haue mine. 
PeriUus pro^s his Jublet: tbep veill not take it. 

Leir, Ah, who would think fuch kindnes fhould renuyae 
Among liich Ilrange and vnacqualnted men : 
And that iiich hate (hould harbour in the breft 
Of thoft, which haue occafion to be heft ? 

Cor. Ah, good old tither, tell to me thy giiefe, 
lie forrow with thee, if not adde reliefe. 

Leir. Ah, good young daughter, I may call thee fb; > 

For thou art like a daughter I did owe. 

Cor. Do you not owe her ftUI ? what, is ftie dead ? 

Leir. IHo, God ibrbid: but all my intereft's gone. 
By (hewing my (elfe too much vnnaturall: 
So haue I lod the title of a &ther. 
And may be call'd a (Iranger to her rather. 

Cor. Your title's good (till; for tis alwayes knowne, 
A man may do as him lid with his owne. '^ 
But haue you but one daughter then in all ? 

Leir. Yes, I haue more by two, then would I had. i 

Cor. 0, fay not fo, hut rather fee the end: 
They th?.t are bad, may haue the grace to mend: 
But how haue they oHendcd you (o much ? 

Leir. If from the fird I (hould relate the caufe, 
'T would make a heart of Adamant to weepe; 
And thou, poore foule, kind-hearted as thou art, 
Doft weepe already, ere I do begin. 

C^r. For Gods loue tell it, and when you haue done. 
He tell the reafon why I weepe fb (bone. 

Leir. Then know this firll, I am a Brituyne borne, i 

And had three daughters by one louing wife : 

H I And 
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Add though I lay it, of beauty they were fpcd; 

Efpecially the youngeft of the three. 

For her perfections hardly matcht could be : 

On thefe I doted with a ielous loue, 

And thought to try which of them lou'd roe beft. 

By asking them, which would do moil for me ? 

The firft and fccond flattred me with words. 

And vowd they lou'd me better then their liues: 

i>fo The youngeft fayd, fhe loued me as a child 
Might do : her anfwere I efleem'd mod vild. 
And prefently in an outragious mood, 
I turned her from me to go finke or fwym: 
And all I had, euen to the very clothe^ 
I gaue in dowry with the other two: 
And fhe that beft deferu'd the greatefl fliare, 
I gaue her nothing, but difgrace and care. 
Now mark the fequell : When I had done thus, 
I fbiournd in my eldefc daughters houl^ 

ix6o Where for a time I was intreated well. 
And liu'd in iUte fufficing my content: 
But euery day her kindneile did grow cold. 
Which I wiui patience put vp well ynough. 
And (eemed not to fee the things I law: 
But at the Ult fhe grew Co hv incenfl 
With moody fiiry, and with cauOeile hate. 
That in moft vild and contumelious termes. 
She bade me pack, and harbour fomewhere elfe. 
Then was I fayne for refuge to repayre 

ttjo Vnto my other daughter &r reliere. 

Who gaue me plealing and moft courteous words; 

But in her anions fhewcd her fclfe fb fore. 

As neuer any daughter did before : 

She prayd me in a morning out betimc. 

To go to a thicket two miles from the Court, 

Poynting that there fhe would come talke with me: 

There fhe had fet a fhaghayrd murdring wretch. 

To maflacre my honell friend and me. 

Then iudge your felfe, although my tale be briefe, 

2>8o If euer man had greater caufe of griefe. 

Xmg. Nor 
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King. Nor neuer like Impiety was done. 
Since die creation of the world begun. 

Leir. And now I am conflralnd to feeke relicfe 
Of her, to whom I haue bin lb vnkind; 
Whole cenfiire, if it do award me death, 
Z mult confefle flie payes me but ray diw : 
But if fhe (hew a Iraing daughters par^ 
It comes of God and her, not my aefert. 

Cor. No doubt ftie will, I dare be fworne fhe will. 

Leir. How know you that, not knowing what fhe is ? i 

Car. My felfe a father haue a great way hence, 
Vfde me as ill as euer you did her ; 
Yet, that his rcuerend age I once might fee, 
Ide crecpe along, to meet him on my knee. 

Leir. O, no mens children are vnlcind but mine. 

Cor. Ck)ndenine not all, bccaufe of others crime : 
But looke, deare &ther, looke, behold and fee J 

Thy louing daughter fpeaketh vnto thee. Shf kneeles. 

Leir. O, Hand thou vp, it ti my part to kneel^ 
And aske ^rgiueneflc for my former ^ults. he hneeles. % 

Cor. O, if you wifli I fhoiud inioy my breath, 
Deare father rife, or I receiue my death. be rijetb. 

Leir. Then I will rife, to fatisfy your mind. 
But kneele againe, til pardon be refignd. be kn^t. 

Cor. I pardon you: the word befeemes not me: ^\ 
But I do fay fb, for to eafe your knee. 
You gaue me life, you were the caufe that I / 

Am what I am, who elfe had neuer bin. 

Leir. But you gaue life to me and to my friend, 
Whofe dayes had elfe, had an vntimely end. a 

Cor. You brought me vp, when as I was but young. 
And far vnable tor to helpe my felfe. 

Leir. I caft thee forth, when as thou waft but young. 
And far vnable for to hdpe thy felfe. 

Cor. God, world and nature fay I do you wrong. 
That can indure to fee you kneele fb long. 

King. Let me breake off this louing controuerfy. 
Which doth rdoyce my very fbule to fee. 
Good father, rife, fhe is your louing daughter. He rifith. 
H 4 And 
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ajto And honours you with as refpectiue duty. 
As if you were the Monarch of the world. 

Cor. But I will neuer rife from off my knee. She kneeles. 
Vntill I haue your blelTing, and your pardon 
Of all my &uli5 committed any way, 

Zrora my firft binh vnio this prefent day. 
Leir. The blefling, which the God of Ahrabam gaue 
V nto the trybe of luda^ light on thee. 
And multiply thy dayes, that thou mayfl: fee 
Thy childrens children profper after thee. 
>3 JO Thy faults, which are iult none that I do know, 
God pardon on high, and I forgiue below. Qie rifetb. 

Cor. Now is my heart at quiet, and doth leape 
"Within my breft, for ioy of this good hap: 
. p-And now (dearc father) welcome to our Court, 

^ * \ And welcome (kind PeriUus) vnto me, 
^* ^'' ^Myrrour of vcrtuc and true honcfly. 

<' ' Leir. O, he haih bin the kindeA friend to me. 

That euer man had in aduerfity. 

Per. My toung doth faile, to fay what heart doth think, 
t}4o I am fb rauiiht with exceeding ioy. 

King, All you haue Ipokc: now let me Q)eak my mind. 
And in few words much matter here conclude : be kneeles. 
If ere my heart do harbour any ioy. 
Or true content repofe within my brel^ 
Till I haue rooted out this viperous feet. 
And repoflcft my father of his Crovne, 
hei me be counted for the periurdft man. 
That euer fpake word fince the world began. HJe. 

Mum. Let me pray to, that neuer pray'd Mfore; Mumford 
ijjo If ere I refalute uie Brittifh earth, kneeles. 

' . (As (ere't be long) I do prcfumc I fhall) 

And do returne from thence without my wench, 
3 . Let me be gelded for my recompence. rife. 

King, Come, let's to armes for to redreffe this wrong: 
Till I am there, me thinks, the time feemes long. £xeunt. 
St. xM Enter Sagm JiU. 

'^ f- . Rag. I fecle a hell of confcience in my bref^ 

C - " . Tormenting me with horrour for ray feet, 

^* . . , ^ And 
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And makes me in an agony of doubt. 

For feare the world fliould find my dealing out* 

The flaue whom I appoyntcd fer the act, 

I ne're iet eye vpon tne pealant fince: 

O, could I get him for to malce him liir^ 

My doubts would ceafe, and I ihould refl fecure. 

But if the old men, with perfwafiuc word^ 

Haue fau'd their Hues, and made him to relent; 

Then are they fled vnto the Court of Fraunce, 

And like a Trumpet manifed my fhame. .^ , 

A Ihame on thefe white-liuerd flaues, fay I, <? > 

TTiat with fayre words ib fbone are ouercome. ^ y^ 

God, that I had bin but made a man ; ^' V\ 
Or that my ftrcngth were cquall with my will L^'^ 
Theic foouH] men are nothing but meere pity, cy^s^ 
And mdt as butter doth againfl the Sun. 
Why Ihould they haue preeminence ouer vs. 
Since wc are creatures of more braue refolue ? 

1 fweare, I am qmte out c^ charity 

With all the heartleHe men in Chriftendome. 

A poxe vpon them, when they are aflrayd 

To giue a (tab, or flit a paltry Wind-[Mpe^ '*'* 

Which are fb eafy matters to be done. 

Well, had I thought the flaue would feme me fb. 

My felfe would haue bin executioner : 

Tis now vndone, and if that it be knowne. 

He make as good fhjft as I can for one. 

He that reunes at me, how ere It (land^ 

Twere beu for him to keepe him from my hands. JExit. 

Sound Drams & Trumpets : Eater the Galiian Kin^^ A. mu 

Leir, Mumford and the armjf. 
AVfff. Thus haue we brought our army to the fea, s]9« 

Whereas our ftiips are ready to receyue v»: 
The wind flands fayre, ana we in roure houres fayle. 
May eafily arriue on Brittifh fhore, 
Where vnerpecied we may them furprife. 
And gayne a glorious victory with eafe. 
Wherefore, my louing Countreymcn, refblu^ 
Since truth and iultice fightcth on our fides, 

I That 
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That we Oiall march with conquefl; where we go. 
My fclfe will be as forward as the firft, 
ii^to And flep by Rep march with the hardieft wight: 
And not the meanell fouldier in our Campe 
Shall be in danger, but ile fecond him. 
To you, my Lord, we giue the whole commaund 
or all the army, next vnto our felfe. 
Not doubting of you, but you will extend 
Your wonted valour in this needfiiU cafe^ 
Encouraging the relt to do the like. 
By your approued magnanimity. 

Mum. My Liege, tis needlefle to fpur a willing horfe, 
>4ioThat$ apt enough to run hirafelfe to death: 

For here I fweare by that fweet Saints bright eye. 
Which are the Itarres, which guide me to good hap, 
Eycher to fee my old Lord crown'd anew. 
Or in his caufe to bid the world adieu. 

Leir. Thanks, good Lord^«/»^r/, tis moreof your good will, 
Then any merit or defert in m& 

Mum. And now to you, ray worthy Countrymen, 
Ye valiant race of Genouefbn Gawles, 
Surnamed Red-fhanks, for your chyualry, 
S410 Becaufe you fight vp to the (hanks in bloud ; 
Shew your fclues now to be right Gawlcs indeed. 
And be fo bitter on your enemies, 
That they may fay, you are as bitter as GalL 
Gall them, braue Shot, with your Artillery: 
Gall them, braue Halberts, with your flurp point Billes, 
Each in their poynted {dace, not one, but all. 
Fight for the credit of your felues and Gawle. 

A7ff;. Then what Oiould more perfwafion need to thole. 
That rather wifh to deale, then heare of blowes ? 
»4}« Let's to our ftiips, and if that God permit. 

In foure houres layle, I hope we fliall be there. 

Mum. And in nue houres more, I make no doubt. 
But we (hall bring our wifti'd deftres about. Exeunt. 
Dr. tMii Enter a Captayne of the •asatcb^ and two watchmen. 

Cap. My hoQclt friends, it is your turne to night. 
To watch in this place, neere about the Beacon, 

And 
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And vigilantly haue rward, 

If any fleet of fhips pane httherwanl: 

Which if you do, your office is to fire 

The Beacon prefcntly, and raifc the towne. Exit. >44o 

I. tt^at. I,I,I,feare nothing; weknowourchargc^Iwarrant: 
I haue bin a watchman about this Beacon this zxx. yere^ and 
yet I ne're fee it Air, but flood as quietly as might be. / 

1. If^at. Fayth ncighbour,and you IfoUow my vice,inftead of / 
watching the Beacon, wce'l go to goodman Gennings^ & watch 
a pot of Ale and a rafher of Bacon : and if we do not drink our 
femes drunke, then fo; I warrant, the Beacon w^ill fee vs when 
we come out agayne. 

\.IV. I, butliowif fbmebody excufe vstotheCapuyne? 

1. fV. Tis no matter, ile proue by good reafbn that we watch »4jo 
the Beacon : alfe for exani|de. 

I . ft^. I hope you do not call me aflc by craft, neighbour. 

■x.iV. No,no, but for example: Say here flands the pot of ale, 
thats the Beacon, t. If. I, I, tis a very good Beacon. 

1. fV. Well, lay here fhnds your nofe, thats the fire. 

T. tV. Indeed I muft confefle, tis fbmewhat red. 

1. fV. Ifee come marching inadi(h,halfeafcorcpiecesofrak 
Bacon. \.1V. I vnderftandyourmcaning.thatsasmuchtofay, 
halfafcorefliips. i.tV. True,youconflerrigbt; prcfently,like 
a faithfuU watchman, I fire the Beacon, ana call vp the towne. £4tfo 
x.lf. I, thats as much as to lay, you let your nofe to the pot, and 
drink vp the drink, a. /^. You are in the right; conie,let'sgo 
fire the Beacon. jExinwrt 

EmertbeKingofGalliawitbaJiilmartbfMumforJCI^folJiers. Si. xxviii 

King. Now march our enfignes on the Brittifh earth. 
And we are neere approaching to the towne: 
Then looke about you, valiant Countrymen, 
And we Ihall finifh this exployt with eafe. 
Th 'inhabitants of this miftrulniill idace. 

Are dead afleep, as men that are fecure: >47« 

Here shall we skirmilh but with naked men, 
Deuoyd of fence, new waked from a dreame. 
That know not what our comnung doth pretend. 
Till they do feele our meaning on their skinnes: 
Therefore aflaile : God and our right for vs. Exeunt. 
I X ^Igrwtt. 
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( ' Sc.xxiii ^/arum, with men anJ women haJfe naieJ: Enter tixo 

\\ \ Captaynes vaitbout Jablets, issitbJworJs. 

I I t. Cap. Where are thefe vUlainesdiat verefetto watch, 

' And fire the Beacon, if occafion feni'd, 

: ! 1480 That thus haue fuffred vs to be furprif3e, 

And neuer giuen notice to the towne ? 
. We are betrayd, and quite dcuoyd of hope. 

By any mcancs to fortify our fclues- 
. i 1. Qtp. Tis ten to one the peafants are o'recome with drinke 

and fleep, and Vo neglect their charge. 

I. Cap. A whirl-wind carry them quick to a whirl- poole. 
That there the flaues may drinke their bellies fiilL 

-> 1. Cap. This tis, to haue the Beacon Co neere the Ale-houfe. 

Enter the watchmen drunhe^ with each a pot. 
1490 I. Cap. Out on ye, villayncs, whither run you now? 
1. IVat. To fire the rowne, and call vp the Beacon. 
1. ff^at. No, no, fir, to fire the Beacon. He drinhes. 
1 1. Cap. What, with a pot of ale, you drunken Rogues ? 

I. Cap. You'l fire the Beacon, when the towne is loft : 
r; lie teach you howto tend your oJfice better, draw toftah them. 

) Enter Mumford, Captaynes run away. 

Mum. Yeeld, yeeld, yeeld. He kich dovone their pots. 

I. ff^at. Reele? no, we do not reele: 
You may lacke a pot of Ale ere you dye. 
\ 1500 Mum. But in meane fpace, I anfwer, you want none. 

Wel,theres no dealing with you, y'are tall men, & wcl we^Sd, 
I would there were no worfe then you in the towne. Axit. 
x.fVat. AfpeakslikeanhQneltman,mycholerspan;alrcady. 
Come, ndghbour, let's ga 
i I. ff^at. Nay, firJl let's fee and we can ftand. Exeunt, 

alarum, excurfions, Mumford after them, andjome halfe naked. 
Si. iixxEntertheGamanKw£,Leir,Mumford,CordeUayPerillus,andJdul' 
' diersy with the chi^e of the towne hound. 

/Ltng. Feare not, my friends, you fhall receyue no hurt, 
ijio If youj fubfcribe vnto your lawfiiU King, 
.,1 And quite reuoke your fealty from Camhria, 

And from afjaring Cornwall too, whole wiues 
Haue practifde treafon 'gainli: their fathers life. 
''. : Wee come in iufUce of your wronged King, 

• . And 



and bis three daughters. 

And do intend no harm at all to yoi^ 
So you (ubmit vnto your lawfiiU king. 

Leir. Kind Countrymen, it grieues me, that per&rcc, 
I am conflraind to vk extremities. 

Noble. Long liaue you here hin lookt for, good my Lord, 
And wifh'd for by a generall confent : 
And had we known your HIghnefle had arriued. 
We had not made reftftance to your Grace: 
And now, my gracious Lord, you need not doubt. 
But all the Country will yeeld prefently. 
Which fince your abfence haue bin greatly tax'd. 
For to maintayne their ouerfwelling pride. 
Weele prerenuy fend word to all <Hir friends; 
When they haue notice, they will come apace. 

Leir. Thanks, louing fubiects ; and thanks, worthy fbn. 
Thanks, my kind daughter, thanks to you, my Lom, 
Who willingly aduenturcd haue your Uood, 
(Without dcftrt) to do me fo much good. 

Mum. O, (ay not fo: 
I haue bin much beholding to your Grace : 
I muft confefle, I haue bin in fome skirmifhes. 
But I was neuer in the like to this: 
For where I was wont to meet with armed men, 
I was now incountred with naked women. 

Cor J. We that are feeble, and want vie of Armei^ 
Will pray to God, to flieeld you from all harmes. 

Letr. The while your hands do manage ceafeleffe toyle. 
Our hearts fliall pray, the foes may haue the feyle. 

Per. Weele fait and pray, whilu you for vs do %ht. 
That victory may profecute the right 

Kitte. Me thinks, your words do amplify (my friends) 
And aade frefh vigor to my willing limmcs : Drum. 
But harke, I heare the aduerfe Drum approch. 
God and our right. Saint Denis^ and Saint Gtmrge. 

Enter Camwall^ Camhriay Genorill, RagMy and the armf. 

Com. Prefumptuous King of Gawles, how darel^ thou 
Prefume to enter on our Britdfli fhore ? 
And more then that, to uke our townes perfi>rcc. 
And draw our fubiects hearts from th«r true King ? 

I, B. 



The Hiftory of King Leir 

Be fute to buy It at as deare a price. 

As ere you bought prelumption in your Hues. 

A7«'f . Ore-daring Comwail, know, we came in right. 
And iuf t reuengement of the wronged King, 
Whofe daughters there, fell vipers as they are, 
Haue fought to murder and depriue of lire: 
If JoBut God protected him from all their fpight. 
And we are come in lufUce of his right. 

Cam. Nor he nor thou haue any intereft here. 
But what you win and purchafe with the fword. 
Thy {launders to our noble vertuous Queenes, 
Weel in the battell thruft them down thy throee. 
Except iot feare of our reuenging hands. 
Thou flyc to Tea, as not fecure on lands. 

Mum. Welfhman, tie fofcrnt you ere nieht for that word, 
Tliat you fhall haue no mind to crake fo wel this tweluemonth. 
»J70 Gott. They lye, that fay, we foueht our fiithers death. 

Xa^. Tis meerely forged for a colours fake, 
^1''} To fet a gloflc on your inuafion. 

Me thinks, an old man ready for to dye, 
(3'^/' '"' '" Should be afham'd to broache fo foule a lye. 

Cord. Fy, ihameleile filler, fo deuoyd of grace. 
To call our father Iyer to his face. 

Gon. Peace (Puritan) diflembling hypocrite 
Which art fb good, that thou wilt proue flark naught : 
Anon, when as I haue you in my nngers, 
ijSoIle make you wifh your felfe in Purgatory. 

Pit. Nay, peace thou monfter, fhame vmo thy ieze: 
Thou fiend in likenefle of a humane creature. 

Jtag, I neuer heard a fouler fpoken man. 

Leir. Out on thee, viper, fcum, fUthy parricide. 
More odious to my light then is a Toade. 
Knowcft thou thefc letters? She Jnatcbes them ^teares them. 

Rag. Think you to outface me with your paltry fcrowles? 
You come to driue my husband from his right, 
Vnder the colour of a forged letter. 
»59o Ldr. Who cuer heard the like im|Mety ? 

fer. You are our debtour of more parience : 
We were more patient when we ftayd for you. 

Within 
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and his three daughters. 

Within the thicket two long houres and more. 

Jlag. What houres ? what thicket ? 

Per. There, where you (ent yourferuant with your letten. 
Scald with your hand, to fend vs hoth to hcaucn. 
Where, as I thinke, you ncuer meant to come. 

£ag. Alas, you are growne a child agayne with age. 
Or elle your fences dote for want of fleepe. 

Per. Indeed you made vs rile betimes, you know, i<oo 

Yet had a care we fhould fleepe where you bade ys ftay. 
But ncuer wake more till the latter day- 

Gon. Peace, peace, old fellow, thou art fleepy (UU. 

Mum. Fayth, and if you reafon till to morrow. 
You get no other anfwere at their hands. 
Tis pitty two fuch good laces 
Should haue Co Utile grace betweene them. 
Well, let vs fee if their husbands with their hands. 
Can do as much, as they do with their toungs. 

Cam. I, with their fwordsthcy'l make your toungvnfay i<io 
What they haue layd, or elfe they'l cut them out. 

ICing. Too'c, gallants, too't, let's not (land brawling thus. 
Exeunt both arm/es. 

Sound alarum : excurfims. Mumford mufi cbaji Cambria Sc. am 
avaajf .- then ceaji. Enter Carmxtall. 

Cam. The day is lofl, our friends do all reoolt. 
And ioyne againft vs with the aduerfe pan : 
There is no meanes of lafety but by flight. 
And therefore ile to Cornwall with my Queene. Exit. 

Enter Cambria. »<to 

Otm. I thinke, there is a deuill in the Campe hath haunted 
me to day : he hath fo tyred me, that in a maner I can flght no 
more. Enter Mumford. 

Zounds, here he comes, Ile take me to my horfe. Exit. 
Mumford foSowes him to the dotty and retumes. 

Mum. Farewell (Welfhman) giue thee but thy due. 
Thou haft a light and nimble payre of legs: 
Thou art more in debt to them then to thy hand^: 
But if Z meet thee once agayne to day, 

Ile cut them oB*, and fct tnem to a bener heart. Exit. >tfje 
I 4 Alaiums 
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The B'lfiory of King Leir 

it. xxa! Marums and excurfiont^ thenfmnd vkt&rj. Enter Lfir, PmA 
lus. King, Cordelia^ and Iwtmford. 

King. Thanks be to God, your foes are ouercom^ 
And you againe poiTelled of your right. 

Leir. Firft to trie heauens, next, thanks to you, my fonnc. 
By whofe good meanes I repoflefic the fame : 
Which if it pleafe you to accept your felfe. 
With all my heart I will refigne to you : 
For it is yours by right, and none of mine. 
x€\o Firft, haue you raifl, at your owne charge, a power 
Of valiant Souldiers ; (this comes all from you) 
Next haue you ventured your owne perfbns fcathe. 
And laftly, (worthy Gallia oeuer ftaynd) 
My kingly title I by thee haue gaynd. 

King. Thank heauens, not me, my zeale to you is fuch, 
0>mmaund my vtmoft, I will neuer grutcK 

Cor. He that with all kind loue intreats his Qjieene, 
Will not be to her father vnkind feene. 

Leir. Ah, my Cordelia^ now I call to mind, 
itfjoThe modcft anfwere, which I tooke vnkind: 
But now I fee, I am no whit beguild. 
Thou louedft me dearely, and as ought a child. 
And thou {Perilitts) partner once in woe. 
Thee to requite, the beft I can, lie doe: 
Yet all I can, I, were it ne're io much. 
Were not fufficient, thy true loue is fuch. 
Thanks (worthy Mumford) to thee laft of all. 
Not greeted laft, 'caufe thy defert was fmall ; 
No, thou haft Lion-like layd on to day, 
x66tt Chafing the Cornwall King and Cambria; 
Who with my daughters, daughters did I fay ? 
To faue their liues, the fugitiues did f^y. 
Come, fonne and daughter, who did me aduaunce, 
Repofe with me awhUe, and then for Fraunce. 

Sound Drummes and Trumpets. Exeunt. 

FINIS. 
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